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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Righteousness exalteth a nation ; but 
sin is a reproach to any people.—Prov. 14 ; 34. 
1. January 3.—God’s Patience with Israel. . . 
2. January 10.—Deborah and Barak Deliver 
SEE 9c ¢- pis) > ub tase . . Judg. «s 4°23; 5: 1-22 
. Jansary 17.—The Call of Gideon. . . 0? oa udg 6; 11-40 


. Judg. 2 : 7-19 


: anuary 24.—Gideon and the Three Hundred. 7. judg. 7 
5. January 31.—The Birth of Samson (‘l'em: 

perance Lesson) . ... .. .. + ss Judg. 13 : 8-16, 24, 25 
6. February 7.—Ruth Chooses the True God ...... . : Ruth 
3. February 14.—Samuel Called to be a 

Prophet . 1 Sam 1 : 24-28; chapter 3 
8. February er. —The Death of Eli and his Sons. . . 1 Sam. 4 : 1-18 
g. February 28.—Samuel, the Victorious Leader. . . 1 Sam. 7: 3-17 
zo. March 7.—Saul Anointed DO tl a. ims a sie, Mikcbo. > 1 Sam, 8-10 
a1. March 14.—Saul Gains his Kingdom ......... 1 Sam. 11 
a2, March 21,—Jonathan and his Armorbearer .. .'t Sam. 14 ; 1-46 
a3. March 28.—Review ; God’s Mercies to Disobedient Israel. 





The long arm of commercial service is the good ad- 
wvertisement. It reaches out to you, reminds you of 
a known need, points to a way of meeting that 
need. You are accustomed to heed advertisements, 
sometimes quite forgetful of the source of the im- 
pulse, at other times conscious of it. Some of the 
advertisements in this issue may be of service to 
you, to-day. 





The Refuge 
By Faith Wells 


Y faith grew weak in sorrow’s night, 
So long delayed the morning light! 
The bitterness, the mystery 
Of pain and loss that came to me, 
Against my soul hard onslaught made— 
I trembled—I was sore afraid. 


And then I saw a sweet, strange thing 
That filled my soul with wondering : 

The clouds hung black, the lightning flashed 
its deadly fire, the thunder crashed,— 

And through it all a little child 

Lay in its mother’s arms and smiled! 


Ah, sweet for me the lesson learned— 
To God’s strong refuge then I turned. 
Securely held from life’s alarms 

I rested’ in my Father’s arms, 

And in that surerabiding-place 

I smiled into His loving face. 











Success-Bringing Love 

Success is assured to the man who loves. Not 
success in spiritual things alone, but success in all 
things. When Joshua set out to conquer Canaan, he 
was promised success if he should ‘‘ be strong and 
very courageous.’’ He was not told to be strong and 
courageous in the handling of the sword and in the 
leading of his army; but to ‘*be strong and very 
courageous, to observe to do according to all the law. 
which Moses ™vy servant commanded thee."’ This 


same promise of success is open to,the Christian, if 
he will observe the commandment of Ais Moses, even 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And His commandment was 
that we should love as he loved. Success-bringing 
love—the kind of love that Christ himself has—is not 
merely the easiest way to real success, but it is the 


only way. 
x 
Honor or Insult? 


God has assumed the responsibility for our entire 
life. Do we really believe it? Or do we seek his 
guiding and enabling in some things,—the greater or 
more puzzling things,—and count upon looking after 
quite a number of lesser, simpler things ourselves ? 
Perhaps we need the rather startling truth that Robert » 
E. Speer gave a few months ago in these columns: 
‘s There is nothing so small but that we may honor 
God by asking his guidance in it, or insult him by 
taking it into our own hands.’’ Honor or insult: those 
are the alternatives in our attitude toward God con- 
cerning the largest and the least things in our life. 
When we honor him by counting upon him, he hon- 
ors us by the results he brings to pass, 


=< 
Work-Mottoes for the New Year 


To get on top of your work—and to keep on top 
—is possible. And it is an achievement that would 
make 1915 a glad new year for many. Every Chris- 


tian' ought to accomplish it. A noted worker, whose , 


cleared desk is a constant wonder to visitors, has 
written for The Sunday School Times readers an arti- 
cle on ‘*How to Keep on Top of Your Work.’’ It 
will be published next week. The following are 


< 


some of the mottoes that have grown out of the expe- 
rience of this prolific worker : 

Attack your tasks in detail. 

Do the hard thing first. 

Watch the minutes, 

Drive your business, that you may keep it from driving 

you. 

Ten minutes a day is the open sesame to all doors. 

Great workers milk the freshness of the day. 

Play wisely ; but p/ay. 

Don’t work too much, 


The best part of these work-mottoes is that they 
have been built into experience, and can be made a 
real power in the life of any Christian who has so far 
failed in mastering his work. The freedom where- 
with Christ sets us free includes a freedom from bond- 
"age to delinquency. 


Figures of Speech 

Christ the vine and we the branches is not a figure 
of speech. The vine of the vegetable world is the 
figure. Christ is the vea/ vine. It has been 
pointed out that Christ is the ‘true bread’’ be- 
cause he is the rea/ bread that gives life, of which the 
bread for our physical bodies is the shadow. It is 
because these mystic truths of the Spirit are thought 
of as ‘‘ beautiful figures of speech’ that the life expe- 
rience that they describe is so often not realized. The 
life flowing through the believer who is abiding in 
Christ is as literal as the sap coursing through the 
vine. The physical vine is a perfect type of the spir- 
itual ‘*true’’ vine because God created it—and ‘he 
made both to manifest Himself. We may be as glori- 
ously sure of our literal union with Christ as we are 
that the branch is a real part of the vine. 
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Restfully Active 


* ERE is a man, let us suppose, who desires to 


cross a broad and rapid river. He is but a 

poor swimmer; but he fancies that by doing 
his best he will succeed’ in reaching the opposite side. 
In a few moments he is seen earnestly striking out, 
and making desperate efforts to keep his head above 
water. Very soon his strength rapidly fails him, and 
it is evident that only a few moments must elapse be- 
fore he must sink and perish from sheer exhaustion. 

**Close to the struggling man a boat is floating by. 
A voice calls out to him, ‘ Lay hold of the boat.’ He 
looks up, and to his delight he sees that it is within 
his reach, - He makes a vigorous grasp, and in a mo- 
ment both his hands are firmly clutching the side of 
the boat. Instead of struggling, he is now clinging. 

‘« He is not long in this secure condition before he 
discovers that there is another man sinking not far 
from him. But what shall he do? To strike out to 
help him would be to fail in the attempt of saving 
him, as well as to perish himself. He feels he needs 
all the strength he has in order to cling, afid to keep 
himself close to the boat. 

‘* Again a voice calls to him, It is from a man in 
the boat, who is gently pulling at the oars. ‘Get into 
the boat,’ he cries to the clinging man, The man 
obeys, and at once he passes from the experience of 
clinging to that of resting, by putting the whole weight 
of his body on the boat.. No sooner is he in the boat 
than his hands are free to be outstretched to save the 
sinking one, Because he is at leisure from himself 
he is ready to rescue the perishing.’’ 

This little story of ‘* getting into the boat’’ is the 
way in which Evan Hopkins, Editor of The Life of 
Faith (of England), illustrates the truth that the vic- 
torious, restful life is the only truly efficient life. This 
is the life into which the great Keswick Convention of 
England has been used of God to lead thousands of 
defeated Christians. 


It is a wonderful day when we see that we may 
‘* have such confidence in the Lord's keeping power 
that we cease seeking to help him to do that which 
he himself has undertaken to perform. To help him 
to keep us from falling would be as foolish as to help 
the boat to keep us from sinking. ... And we are 
not long rejoicing in our newly found rest—which is 
a deliverance from the life of strain and anxiety— 
before we realize our freedom to engage in the work 
of helping to save others, Itis not till then that we 
understand that resting is the true and essential con- 
dition of all real working.”’ 

It need not take a man long to ‘‘ get into the boat"’ 
when once he is ready to act upon the invitation, The 
Keswick Convention has for forty years been opening 
the eyes of Christian people to the fact that our Lord 
Jesus Christ himself is the Lifeboat into which they 
may at any moment enter, and, remaining there, let 
him bear the whole responsibility of keeping them in 
restful freedom from the power of all their sins. And 
so it is that the Keswick Convention stands not only 
for the ‘‘rest of faith,’’ but also for such energetic 
service as only the delivered life can render. 

The five thousand persons whom one finds there, 
meeting daily in the two great tents during the last 
week of July, are not a lazy or self-satisfied crowd. 
Sunshine radiates from their faces, and energy marks 
their movements and their very bearing, —those, that 
is, who have entered into the rest that they have 
longed for. They are wonderfully happy : the happi- 
ness of God is the happiest happiness in the universe ! 
And they are wonderfully active. Open-air meetings 
are held in the market-place of the town for winning 
the unsaved to Christ. The victorious life is the life 


of service. Two great missionary meetings are held- 


during the week, at which the needs of the whole 
world are vividly, compellingly brought before the 
delegates. The Keswick Convention sends out the 
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liberating message of victory in Christ by the circula- 
tion of its annual report, ‘‘ Keswick Week,’’ among 
missionaries, and by the personal visitation of Kes- 
wick missioners abroad, 

Speaking of a visit to Jamaica to carry the Kes- 
wick message, for which he and the Rev. Charles In- 
wood had been commissioned the previous summer, 
the Rev. F, W. Ainley said : ‘‘ The fruit of the Spirit 
grows in every climate, and we found it growing in the 
West Indies... . They're building earthquake-proof 
churches there now. You don’t see a steeple in 
Jamaica—it would be almost a temptation to an earth- 
quake! And if men cag™ build earthquake-proof 
churches, don't you think God can build sin-proof 
Christians to worship in them ? 

That the blessing of the consecrated, victorious life 
must show in very practical ways was unmistakably 
pointed out by the Keswick speaker who said: ‘If, 
Sunday-school teacher, you get back from Keswick 
and say, ‘I've got a blessing,” your Sunday-school 
superintendent won't believe it if you're five minutes 
late getting to your class, Nor your clerks, you busi- 
ness man, if you lose your temper at them."’ 

Keswick is sometimes criticized because ‘‘ its Chris- 
tianity is not of quite as robust a type as it should 
be.’’ Which really means—though not so intended 
—that it has not quite enough of man in it, and a 
little too much of God: not enough of self, and too 
much of grace. The criticism comes from a mis- 
understanding of what Keswick really stands for, and 
also, it is to be feared, from one’s not having had® 
personal experience of the new and supernatural 
energy that God so abundantly brings into the life of 
those who have spiritually ceased from their own 
efforts and are letting Christ do in them and through 
them what no man can do, The man who has gotten 
into the boat is no less robust because he has ceased 
from trying to keep himself afloat. He has abundant 
opportunity for using muscle in pulling an oar to bring 
the boat within reach of others whose lives are lost 
without it. As some one has said, ‘‘If you're in the 
boat, you'll be sure to row.’ And close contact with 
Keswick. speakers and leaders shows that they are 
persons of irrepressible, ceaseless activity of the most 
practical sorts. 

It is a matter for great thanksgiving that, in one way 


or another, the truth of the immediate availability of ° 


a supernaturally victorious life is being blessedly pre- 
sented at conferences and conventions of different 
constituencies, summer and winter, in our own land, 
One recently started annual summer gathering that very 
distinctively stands for this truth is the interdenomi- 
national ‘‘ Young People’s Christian Life Conference "’ 
held the third week of July at Princeton, New Jersey.1 
It was first held in the summer of 1913 at Oxford, Penn- 
sylvania, by a group of young people, who, having 
been led out into the new life of vic- 
tory, longed to share their blessing 
with others, The conference of about 
one hundred, that summer, was mar- 
velously blessed to the lives of those 
who attended. This year it met at 
Princeton, through the kindness of the 
Princeton Seminary authorities, and 
for a week the blessings that God has 
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healthy message of a spiritual life beyond the ordi- 
nary Christian a comes at a time when 
many leaders that the Church is hungry to 


learn the deeper things of Christ. . . . ‘The 
Princeton Conference’ is not a gathering for the study 
of methods ; it is not a missionary conference, though 
missions has a large place in its program ; nor is it a 
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Bible conference, although the Bible is its foundation. 
This conference aims to give the New Testament mes- 
sage of a victorious life in Christ, and to win Chris- 
tians who attend to a personal experience of that life.” 

Why should we not to-day exchange defeat for vic- 
tory, the life of strained, inefficient service for the 
restful activity of ‘‘ the life that is Christ’’ ? 





The Gain of One-Sided Truth 


In your issue of August 22, 1914, in a first-page 
note on ‘‘ When God's Help Is Not Enough,"’ you say: 
‘It is hopeless to ask God to help us to do certain right 
and necessary things. For example, we need never ask 
God to help us to conquer the power of oursin. For God 
cannot help us to do this. . .. God does not 4e/p men to be 
saved from either the penalty or the on of their sins."" 

In the same issue, page 515, in ‘‘ Prayer Suggestions" 
for Friday, you say: ‘‘Ask God to help us correct our 
wrong habits. .. . Ask his help in overcoming natural ten- 
dencies which are sinful."’ ; 

Which is right? If God can't help us, why pray for 
help ?--A MISSISSIPPI READER. 

There are some things in which God does not want 
us to ask his ‘‘help,’’ and there are other things in 
which God does want us to ask his ‘‘help.’’ He 
does not want us to ask his ‘‘help’’ in our salvation, 
The work of salvation is exclusively God’s work in 
Christ. All that man can do is to accept Christ’s 
finished work of salvation as a free gift from God. 
And salvation includes our deliverance from all the 
power of sin, moment by moment in this world, as 
well as our deliverance from the death-penalty of sin 
in the next world. God cannot ‘‘help’’ us to accom- 
plish either sort of deliverance. Both are his out- 
right gifts. Therefore it would have been more accu- 
rate had the suggested prayer for help in overcoming 
sinful tendencies been made a prayer of thanksgiving 
that we may take that deliverance wow as a finished 
work, When a loving parent offers his children Christ- 
mas gifts, he does not help his children to acquire those 
gifts : he offers them outright, and all the children 
have to do is to take them. That is’ the truth’ that 
was suggested in the editorial note : we are not to ex- 
pect to be helped by God to acquire certain things 
which are God's free gifts to us. 

But in many matters God is our helper in a con- 
stant and rich and wonderful way ; and so he wants 
us to ask for his help. We may ask him to help us 
correct unconsciously wrong habits, for example, by 
bringing us into the way of learning, by study and 
observation, what are the best and highest standards 


“Billy ” Sunday’s Message on the War 





The Sunday School Times asked Mr. Sunday to say what was on his heart con- 
cerning the war of the nations, how Christians should pray about: it, what 
bearing it has on the progress of Christianity. His answer, in part, is os follows: 


in many details of our life. Thus he can lead us on 
into an ever-increasing knowledge of what is most 

leasing to-him ; as our teacher he makes himself our 
helper, assisting us to discover, through our natural 
abilities, what he wants us to know. This is funda- 
mentally different from the finished work of salvation 
that he offers us in Christ. 

On the other hand, the word * help’’ is constantly 
used without any reference to this distinction, and 
properly so. Yet it is sometimes necessary to give a 
one-sided view of truth in order to ‘‘help’’ people 
to see that side. The Bible itself sometimes does this. 
Thus in Proverbs 26 we read, ‘‘ Answer not a fool 
according to his folly,’’ and ‘* Answer a fool accord- 
ing to his folly.’’ These injunctions seem to contradict 
each other, but they do not. The same passage ex- 
plains when to do one thing and when.to do the other. 
So it is perfectly true that God is our helper and God 
is not our helper. 

We find precious premises of the help that God 
will give us-all through his Word. 


** Give us help against the adversary ; 
For vain is the help of man’”’ (Psa. 60: 11). 


It is interesting to note that in this passage the He- 
brew word translated help means ‘ safety.’’ In other 
words, it suggests that God, of his own loving grace, 
not as a co-worker but as a deliverer, provides us with 
a completed safety from our adversaries, which is a 
very different thing from the sort of ‘‘safety’’ that 
any man can offer us, Again, Paul tells King Agrippa 


‘how. the Jews sought to kill him, but goes on, ‘‘ Hav- 


ing ‘therefore obtained the help that is from God, I 
stand unto this day testifying’’ (Acts 26:22). In 
miiny cases ‘‘ the help that is from God’’ is such an 
utterly different thing from man’s help that the very 
word itself has a different significance. 

The natural tendency among men, even among 
Christians, is to make the mistake of thinking that 
they must usually join their own efforts to what God can 
do for them. And God is seeking to show us that the 
meaning of the word ‘* grace’ is that 
he will do many things for us without 
any co-operation from us whatsoever 
except our taking from him that which 
he lavishly gives, If the word «‘help”’ 
suggests that man joins his efforts to 
God's efforts and thus the power of 
sin in the man’s life is overcome, then 





poured out at Keswick were appropri- 
ated by eager lives. To quote from 
Mr. Robert C. McQuilkin’s report in 
the Princeton Seminary Bulletin : 
‘‘Recently one .of the women who 
care for the housekeeping of the Semi- 
nary buildings was talking to two of 
, students in their room. She was 
to overflowing with her summer 
periences. She had been working 
the buildings in July, and never in 
her life had she seen a crowd of young 
people just like that. They made her 
glad to be working in the summer time. 
‘They had a kind of Christianity that 
was different.’ That is just what a 
great many received for the first time 
at Princeton,-a Christian faith and a 
Christian life that was differeat. One 
of these two seminary students had 
himself been a delegate to the Confer- 
ence, and to-day is testifying to a new 
life. The mission church where he 
ministers is literally revolutionized, 
some of the members there testify, 
since their pastor s return. . .. This sane, 





1 The Princeton Conference for 1915 will meet 
from July 17 to 25. Information about it can be 
obtained by addressing Robert P. Regester, 638 
S. Fifty-first Street, Philadelphia. 





dumediate ending of the war. 
mighty national and social sins must be wiped out by can- 
non and.bayonet before peace reigns. 


God is e God of peace; 


that in the earliest hour of His 
see to sea, 


I do not know how far we can go in praying for the 
It may be God's will that 


Goa's hand was surely in the battle of Tours,. when a 
great horde of Mahommedans were beaten back and Euro 
seved from the scourge of the Star and Grescent. 


God's hand was in the Rebellion,when the shackles were 
knocked from 4,000,000 slaves, 


God's hand was in the Spanish-American war, when we 
ended Spain's rule of mrder and outrage in Cuba end the 
Philip pines. 


What I pray for is’ that the ange may be shortened, and 
wi peace will reign from 


and He is a God of war. 


pe was 


the sooner we abandon the use of the 
word ‘thelp”’ here, the better. For 
that mistake has kept many a Chris- 
tian from the victory that God wants 
to give him outright, and at once, as a 
finished work of God. ‘The best 
‘thelp’’ that is from God is God’s 
unaided work for us. And it is better 
to take that now than even to keep on 
praying for it. 


See 


From a 
Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD, we would enter with thee into 
those interior places where God dwells 
and manhood takes true shape. ‘Too 

long have we lived out on the edges. We 
want to get into the heart of life. e would 
walk with Jesus, in closest intimacy. No 
more for us the paltry satisfaction of the 
husks of life ; no more frittering away our en- 
ergies on things that perish with the using. 
Father in heaven, we would walk with thee 
until we can assimilate pain instead of resent- 
ing it; until sorrow, when it does come, shall 
prove our meat and not our poison ; until 
all the experiences of life shall yield up their 
secret in transforming power and nourish- 








ment of sonls. So would we cease to be 
moral pygmies and spiritual starvelings, and 
begin to be thine intelligent children—rich 
in wisdom, and in strength to/help others 
along the way. 











areata OO AB 














ewe 


oA SA OT a 


Aon an nr RT IR ot = 
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Sunday-School News in War Time 


A news department of the paper conducted by the British and American General Secre- 
taries of the World's School Association, the Rev. Carey Bonner, and Frank L. Brown; 
and Marion Lawrance, General Secretary of the International Sunday School Association 





Invading South America with a Sunday-school Party. 
—A group of Sunday-school people are planning to sail 
on the Kroonland from New York, January 2t, 1915, 
touching at important wporrerae centers, holding 
Sunday-school meetings and conferences with mis- 
sionary leaders and native workers in the interest of 


the development of the Sunday-school work of South 


America. Bi : 

Before that date, it is expected, the engagement of 
a Sunday-school secretary for South America, Me 
represent the World’s Sunday School Association will 
be arrdnged, and-that this secretary will attend the 
various conferences in the interest of his work. 
development of a much-needed literature and the 
training of leaders for Sunday-school work from 
among the many young people now being educated 
in the various institutions are some of tle pressing 
needs of South America. 


* ACall from Russia.—In Russia, since the outbreak 
of the war, the restrictions upon evangelical Siar 
and Sunday-school work have been removed. Al- 
ready there are signs of revived interest in Sunday- 
schools throughout the Russian Empire. 

One of the most interesting leaders in evangelical 
work is Pastor Kurzit, a, noble Baptist .worker who 
was present at Zurich, where he received a fresh 
impetus for his labors. He has lately completed: a 
journey of one hundred miles in a teacher-training 
campaign, conducting training classes for teachers 
in the villages and towns visited, and staying several 
days in each place. He has been in the district. of 
the Ural Mountains, and at a town in the Volga. In 
reporting upon his labors of the last few months,-he 
speaks of the great hopefulness of this vast mission 
field, and says, ‘‘If I had ten workers, I could send 
them at once throughout Russia.” 

Russian Sunday-school missionaries are again and 
again subject to petty persecution. One of these 
brethren, having a passport from Russia to Zurich, 

roceeded on his homeward journey without obtain- 
ing a newlocal passport. This constituted a technical 
pr Porn and, through information. from: some of his 
opponent, he was arrested, and had the experience 
ef a plank bed in the police station. Learning wis- 
dom, he secured a further passport, and has since 
taken along journey, organizing new Sunday-schools. 
He took part in the 
thapel, and was forming a Sunday-school in the after- 
‘noon ‘wher the local police interfered and dispersed 
the congregation. ' 


Glimpses of War-Swept France.—Although two- 
thirds of the teachers and superintendents ‘in the 
French churches and Sunday-schools have been 
called to active service in the arthy, Pastor Jean 
Laroche, Secretary of the French ‘Sunday School 
Union, can say'in an October letter to Mr. Bonner : 
**When we are'able:to give or send all the publica- 
tions necessary’... we may be.-sute that in ail- of 
France that.is not invaded our Bible lessons will be 
taught with:more earnestness, zeal, and. consecration 
than ever.” Pastor Laroche’s letter goeson to say : 


All the members of our committee yesterday agreed that 
the Sunday-school was for the present more important even 
than the weekly divine service, if one was to choose. But 
one is not, as all the needs of the Parisian churches have 
been met, and the special prayer-meetings I told you of are 
going on and improving. 

‘One must take into account that all our 
schools, lyceés, having reopened on Octo- —_. 
ber 1, there has_ been in our land a large 
movement of people coming back home 
(when that was possible) for the regular 
instruction of their children. Even our 
universities are to open at the usual time, 
beginning of November. Our official? meet 
many difficulties, from lack of teachers, of 
buildings (so many being used as hospitals 
or even prisons), but the teaching is given 
all the same.. So are we doing in our 
churches. It was especially womer who 
were the best helpers in Sunday-school, 
and now their task has widened. . . . 

Our own difficulties will be financial, of 
course. We are going forward without 
knowing wherewith. ... We are trying 
to scratch here and there small sums which 
enable us to send our publications, pay the 
printing of the journal, etc., and reason- 
ably pay the staff of agents. The sending 
of the leaflets alone will cost about five 
hundred francs. The Parisian Scout Boys 
will spare us the cost for the Paris and 
suburban -parcels, which they will carry 
themselves. The Journal, you will’ see, 


edication of a new Baptist” 


“Children are 





A Sunday-school revival in Russia has begun. 


The selling and drinking of absinthe has disappeared 
from France. 


Many. -of- the soldiers shed tears when the French Sun- 

day-school Secretary in a talk to German and Austrian 

soners in France referred to their Sunday-schools in 
the homeland. 


These are some of the news-items on this page sent from 
Sunday-school leaders inthe warzone. The latest world 
Sunday-school news confirms Mr. Frank L. Brown's 
statement in a recent issue of The Sunday School Times 

. ‘that-“* while the work ofdestruction is going on in Europe, 
thé-work of construction through the agency of the Sun- 
day-school is being pushed with greater vigor than ever 
in all parts of the world-field."’ 


**World Sunday-school history’’ has a new meaning 
to-day. The Sunday School Times wants every Sunday- 
school reader to realize that whether he is in a country 
or afrontier town, orina at metropolitan school, he is 
part 6f a world movement of thrilling power and interest. 


The Sunday School Times Guring the past year laid 
plans to put within your reach news from this world-field, 
and.ia June the new department, conducted by Mr. Brown, 
Mr. Bonner and Mr. Lawrence, was launched. It was 

ned to. have bart nae web of world-news items appear 
about once a month during the last six months of 1914. 
The Editor regrets that, owing to unexpected difficulties in 
the way of some of the Sunday-school leaders who are 

‘the contributors to ‘this department, only three regular 
instalments (including the present page) have been pub- 
lished.- In addition to these pages: Mr, Brown's notable 
article‘in the -war number of October 17 presented facts 
from five continents that gave a picture of ‘* The World’s 
Sunday-SchoelsFacing-the War Crisis.’ The difficulties 
that have interfered with the complete plans for the new 
department are being removed and there is hopeful pros- 
pect that«during 1915 ‘‘ Sunday-School World News "’ will 

come a regular department of the paper. 


:, , While few jyears.in. the world's history have been so 
ominous with unknown possibilities as this new year that 

_ we are entering, may wenot confident! eo 4y that ror 
‘shall mark the most notable advance in the history 0! 
world Sunday-school achievement ? 


Let us read and pray and work to that end. 








we reduced to sixteen pages, by giving only one list of 
lessons. 

Such financial distress is general in our Christian work. 
The Evangelical Reformed Synod has been able, after many 
efforts, to pay their ministers for the third term of 1914, but 
they foresee no. means of doing the same at Christmas. 

The-most distressed work, on account of its importance, 
is the Foreign Mission of Paris; their good friends from 
England have taken to heart largely to help the Sessouto 
aml Zambezia fields, But in French colonies salaries are 
reduced. by seventy-five percent at least for pastors and 
missionaries, Retired missionaries or missionaries’ widows 
are invited to propose reductions of pensions, The Mission 
School will-not open before 1917, 

Many missionaries have come back to go to the front, 
but- not those in French colonies, where they are kept to 
serve France on the spot, The papers reported two days 
ago the bombardment of Papeete, capital of Tahiti, one of 
pearly of our foreign missions; the missionary there is a 
good friend of mine. 

As.to France herself, as you know, many are the ruins, 

In Rheims, not’only the Cathedral, but the Protestant 
charch is-utterly destroyed, with the house of Pastor Goirin 
and many houses of that Boulevard Lundy. 
.. Pastor Paul Monod, from Lille, who gave the communion 
with Pastor Trick, has lost his eldest son on the front, a 
promising: student.in philosophy. Every day brings us 
news of that kind. The family Monod has some forty 
members in the armies, 

In spite of all the rules and by-laws, a psstor of Paris 
has succeeded, ‘thanks to his high relations, in zaining per- 
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the, same wherever you find them, aren’t they ?"’ said a world Sunday- 

school leader when he looked at this picture of a Children’s Rally at Kagoshima, Japan. 

What will these children and their fellows throughout the heathen world be when they 

are at the other end.of life? The answer will be affected largely by the rapidity of the 
Crowth of such life-saving stations as the Kagoshima Sunday-school. 


mission to minister as chaplain on the sanitary trains, 
where too many die before before being taken to an am- 
bulance, 

The selling and drinkfte of absinthe is prohibited and 
has totally disappeared through the whole land. May it 
never be allowed after the war is ended. 

I was much moved in the several services that I con- 
ducted the past two months in Saintes, Royan, Rochefort, 
Montendre, Tonnay-Charente, The souls are prepared for 
the divine message and are eager for the hopes and cer- 
tainties in God and the Saviour, What moved me most 
was a service to the German and Austrian prisoners con- 
centrated at Saintes; when I introduced myself and spoke 
of their Sonntag Schule many of these men were assenting 
and wiping tears, On the whole they are well treated, 
and we wish the same for ours in Germany. 

Iam not to be examined before December 1, and the 
general idea is that my class (1901) will not be taken, But 
nothing is sure—the war seems to last so long ! 


War Measures.—A significant message from a Pro- 
vincial Sunday School Union is quoted in a leaflet of 
the Sunday School. Union of Great Britain: ‘‘We 
will endeavor that no Union shall work harder than 
we in the coming winter. We mean to put througha 
teal program of good work despite the war.” 


Evangelism in Turkey.—The Rev. D. H. Kondja- 
kian of Kessab, Turkey, in writing of the plans of the 
Sunday-schools of that district, says that the empha- 
sis on the work of the local Sunday-school Association 
for the next year will be on evangelism. 

The Department of Evangelism of the World's 
Sunday School Association has produced some strik- 
ing literature showing the importance of conserving 
the long years of maturity for Christ through an 
early choice. Copies can be obtained by application 
at the offices of the World’s Sunda Sukeol Asnocia- 
tion, 216 Metropolitan Tower, New York City. 

The forces seeking to save the world should be un- 
ceasingly busy while the forces making for destruc- 
tion are at work. 


The Zurich Report in a Palace.—Last July a dele- 
gate representing one of the smaller European coun- 
tries called upon the General Secretary of the British 
Section of the World’s Sunday School Association. 
Soon after he received his volume, he was summoned 
to the Palace to interview the Queen of his countty, 
who wanted to know something more concerning the 
development of the Sunday-schools, Upon telling 
her of the Zurich Convention, she expressed a desire 
to see the volume of the report. ccordingly this 
was sent to her, and she has returned it saying that 
she has read it through with the deepest interest, and 
realizes that the growth of the Sunday-school move- 
ment is of great value in purifying and helping 
national character. The delegate told Mr. Bonner 
he thought it would be unwise either to mention his 
name or the name of his Queen. 


A Festival in Paris.—Before the outbreak of the 
war, a great Sunday-school festival was held atthe 
Trocadero, in Paris, For some time past the govern- 
ment had forbidden large religious gaiherings of this 
kind, but this year the ban was removed, and u 
ward of four thousand Sunday-school scholars gat. 
ered in this great hall. 

A picturesque program was carried through, in- 
cluding a display by the Boy Scouts, and biblical 
tableaux, illustrating the parable of the Prodigal 
Son. Addresses were given by Pastor 
sone Laroche, the Secretary of the 

rench Sunday School Union, and 
Pastor Gallienne. 

One of the stories told by Pastor 
Laroche at this great gathering created 
much interest among the children pres- 
ent. Pastor Laroche in his Sunday- 
school journeys has been in the habit 
of distributing leaflets, on which are 
found his name and address. In ono 
place visited he spoke to the children 
upon obedience. Several weeks later 
a letter reached him, evidently written 
by a young child, the spelling being 
very crude. He gives its translation 
as follows : 

‘When will you come back to 
Royan? [do not obey mama, Oh, 
pray for me in order that I may obey 
mama, for I am very unfortunate. 
You will tell me whether you are keep- 
ing well.” 

Not being able to recall anything 
concerning his child correspondent, 
he wrote to the pastor of thé district, 


( Continued on page 809) 
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What “ prehistoric”’ means and how it 
is being changed into history 


THE: SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘FIMES 


Archeology Finding Facts that History Doesn’t Tell | 


The Month’s Archeological Review, by Professor 
Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. . 








ORE and more research is being made among 
prehistoric remains in many parts of the world. 
Let us take a somewhat comprehensive look at 

recent exploration of this kind. 
Before beginning such a review of prehistoric things 
it is necessary to understand exactly what is meant, 
and perhaps still more important, what is not meant, 


by the term prehistoric. It is a technical expres- 
sion with rather an arbitrary and certainly a vague 
meaning. Strictly speaking, there is no such thing 
as prehistoric knowledge of man, for as soon as 
man's being and dcing becomes knowledge, it be- 
comes historic. 

Moreover, the ‘‘prehistoric’’ does not designate 
any particular period of the world’s history : what is 
prehistoric in one land may be well within the historic 
time in another land, Late prehistoric man in America 
was. contemporaneous with the beginning of the mid- 
die ages in Europe.. The prehistoric in Europe was, 
in part at least, most probably contemporaneous with 
well-advanced historic civilization in Babylon and 
Egypt. Then, on the other hand, there are still 
places on the earth where history has not yet begun. 
What happened last year in those places will not be 
recorded and probably will be totally lost. Thus what 
happened there yesterday is prehistoric. 

It will appear then that the term ‘prehistoric’’ is 
qualitative rather than temporal, it denotes a state of 
maii’s existence rather than a period of it. It is a 
time in the life of a people which we know neither by 
written records nor yet by oral tradition, but only by 
material remains, or from traditions of other peoples, 
Or, if we do possess any additional knowledge of them 
it is such as cannot be definitely related to known 
history. 

Pushing History Back in Many Lands 
A. FEW years. ago everything before the time of 
Mena was. prehistoric in Egypt, and suspicion 
attached to Mena himself in the minds of some. 
A long stretch of that prehistoric time is now becom- 
ing historic. With the extensive explorations in North, 
Central, and South America, the prehistoric on .he 
western continent is slowly approaching the historic, 
‘Here. and there it is even now becoming so. The 
prehistoric in America may not be of great age. All the 
mound-building of North America has probably been 
done since the time of William the Conqueror, 

A ‘number of arrowheads and amulets have been 
found in an oasis in the Sahara desert which, it is 
asserted, belong to the Quaternary period. It may 
safely be said that, in any case, they probably are 
antediluvian. They were found by Major Leon Girod, 
and published by P, Berthoiaux in Z' Homme Prehis- 
forigue, 1913, pp. 378-382. 

Bones and Tools in Hungary’s-Caves 
ROM Hungary also comes account of the discov- 
ery of the remains of man of the old stone age, 
which in Hungary was also very early. Both 
stone and bone implements wece found, There were 
also fine, thin knife-blades of stone. In the caves 
where these things were found there were found also 
the remains of reindeer and of other arctic animals, and 
below these the bones of what is known as the cave 
ear. The presence of the skeletons of these animals 
akes it certain that these remains are not later than 

lediluvian times, 
E, Hildebrand, Z. Ethn. XLV, 193, pp. 935-938. 


Cities Before the Flood 


HAT are probably much later remains, but still 
prehistoric and possibly antediluvian, are re- 
ported from France. There is part of a forti- 

fication wall. Great stones also are found, represent- 
ing what is called the megalithic remains of men. 
Some archeologists think all such remains are ante- 
diluvian. Dr. ‘MacKenzie believes the many great 
stone monuments east of the Jordan to be of the 
antediluvian period. Littie by little some inklings of 
the work of the antediluvians come to us. And now 
that from the Nippur library Professor Poebel has. 
brought us the names of four of the antediluvian cities, 
we begin to feel a little acquainted with that lost 
world. Shall we ever get any records from it? 

A. Nughes, Z’ Homme Prehistorigue, U, 1914, pp. 881- 
88s. 
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Throughout 1915 Dr. Kyle will continue to pre- 

sent the unfolding wonders of current research in 

Bible lands in his month-by-month archeological 
reviews and in other general articles. 








The Greeks in Ancient Russia 


UT the most interesting of all recent prehistoric 
discoveries comes from the far-away region of 
Nicolaieff, in Southern Russia, and presents 

amazing art-work. It consists of probably royal 
tombs of the half-fabled Scythians, with many evi- 
dences of the curious barbaric splendor in which those 
rude people lived. There are fine braziers and other 
objects in good gilt bronze, many ornaments in ele- 
gant work of gold, even gold frontlets for horses’ 
heads about a half a yard in length, and in the most 
important tomb a gold dirk, five massive gold brace- 
lets, and a sword with a gold hilt, and, most elegant 
of all, a massive comb in gold, with elegant art-work 
upon it Then there are seven silver vases, and 
three very large bronze caldrons. The well-known 
importance of the horses among the Scythians (are 
the Scythians perhaps the ancestors of the Cossacks /) 
is attested not only by the gold frontlets, but by the 
skeletons of horses near the royal tomb, for whether 
they were favorite horses buried with honors after a 
natural death, or death in battle, or whether they 
were sacrificed at the death of their master, they indi- 
cate the high esteem in which the horse was held. 
The one thing of greatest interest is the finding of two 
brief inscriptions in Greek letters, and the date of the 
tombs, which is determined to be of the fourth cen- 
tury B. C. ° 

What have Scythians and -their horses to do with 
biblical study? These last items of the discovery, 
the Greek letters and the date, are of special interest 
in Bible study, because they add another item to 
slowly growing evidence needed now for a long time. 
In the book of Daniel are marks of Greek influ- 
ences which seem. to indicate the presence of 
Greeks in Babylonia. These indications must be 
accounted for. The easiest way to account for 
them is to suppose that the book is a kind of his- 
torical fiction written after the time of Alexander's 
eastern campaign, which carried Greek influences into 
all that eastern world. Some people have readily gone 
over to this notion. Others, unwilling to give up the 
notion that the book is from Daniel’s own time, 
and therefore contains some very remarkable predictive 
prophecy, have had difficulty in finding satisfactory 
explanation cf these Greek marks. It will be readily 
perceived that the assumption that lies at the founda- 
tion of all these opinions is that the Greeks did not 
wander so far from home before the campaign of 
Alexander into the East, that it was his restless spirit 
that first made the Greeks to be rovers; though it 
must be admitted that they have strangely continued 
to be rovers ever since. 

But Professor W. Max Miiller has found A®gean 
ambassadors in Egypt as early as 2500 B.C. As the 
over-sea route was not then used, the over-land route 
by which these ambassadors would travel would bring 
them by the way of northern Syria, from which place 
Babylonia would be equally near at hand and much 
easier of access, no desert intervening. Now this 
royal Scythian tomb shows that Greek influence had 
penetrated as far away as the steppes of Russia, and 
that not among the highly cultivated people of Egypt 
or Babylonia, but into the lairs of the ferocious 
Scythians. 

When we thus find the Greeks to have penetrated 
in the fourth century eight hundred miles to the wild 
steppes of Scythia and 2500 B.C. around the Syrian 
coast fifteen hundred miles into Egypt, is there any 
longer anything to be thought unreasonable in accept- 
ing, what the book of Daniel at its face value plainly 
indicates, that Greek influence had already penetrated 
in the fifth century B;C. fifteen hundred miles dis- 
tant into Nebuchadnezzar’s empire; and, another 
inherently probable thing, that the wandering Greeks 
of to-day have been. disposed.to wander from the 
earliest times. 


. INustrated London News, Jan: 3 and Feb. 14, 1914. 


What Does the Ash Heap at Shechem Mean? 
HE announcement that the Austrian, Sellin, who 
excavated at Taanach and laid bare the founda- 
tions of old Jericho, is now at work at the sup- 
posed site of Shechem, raises great hopes of wonderful 
new light upon that part of Palestine and its history. 
It will be well now to take a look back, which will 
at the same time give us a forecast of what is possible 
in the realization of our hopes in this region, She- 
chem is one of the most interesting and inspiring of 
Old Testament sites—in Palestine. Outside of Jeru- 
salem none competes with it in interest except Heb- 
ron, Beersheba, and possibly Shiloh: Of the three 
outstanding sites in patriarchal wanderings, Shechem, 
Hebron, and Beersheba, Shechem is most important 
in history, though it looms up rather less than the 
others in the patriarchal narrative. It was Abram's 
first place in the land of promise. It was Jacob's 
dwelling-place for a time and the Only place, so far as 
we know, in which heever became a landowner. There 
also was Joseph's inheritance and the final resting- 
place of his bones, ‘There also was the place of the 
blessings and tne curses and of the final covenant- 
making of Joshua. . Thither came the Israelites as 
late as the time of Rehoboam and Jeroboam to decide 
the succession after the death of Solomon. In the 
narrow valley between the mountains lies, to this day, 
a gigantic heap of ashes, which has raised visions of a 
great altar and a long-continued place of worship. In- 
credulity, however, shakes its head and mutters some- 
thing that sounds like ‘‘soap factories.’’ This region 
is still a center of the soap industry and, after the 
fashion of the Orient, has probably been so from time 
immemorial, But the presence of little pieces of 
bone in the ashes, and, it is claimed, the presence of 
a large admixture of animal: matter also, does, not 
accord with such an explanation of the heap. | — 
Altogether, there is no other place in Palestine, 
except Jerusalem, so likely to reward well the excava- 
tor. Results in the work have not yet gone much 
beyond the point of establishing that this is really the 
site of Shechem. But is this enough to rouse hopes for 
a new look into old Canaanite worship, into patriar- 
chal history and worship, and who knows but that we 
may once more look upon the parcel of ground. which 
Jacob gave to Joseph, and be able to Jaya flower upon 
the tomb of the great Egyptian Prime Minister him- 
self? | We shall watch the progress of this work with 
the greatest interest. 
Berliner Tageblatt, October 25, 1913. 


Who Heard the Blessings and the Curses? 


HIS mention of Shechem has brought to mind an 
interesting and helpful experiment in which I 
had a part many years ago. It. was not the 

first, and perhaps not the last, time the experiment 
was made, but the personal element always lends 
something unique to a narrative, I was traveling 
through the vale of Shechem in company with Dr. 
Charles L. Goodell and three others. many years ago, 
and some one suggested that we try the. traditional 
place of the blessings and the curses to see if it be 
impossible, as has been said, for two persons to stand 
here upon opposite mountains with space enough be- 
tween for so large a company, and yet be heard by 
the multitude. I climbed up on the side of Ebal on 
the north to a point just at the foot of a precipice, 
while Dr. Goodell went up to about the same level 
on Gerizim on the south. The rest of the party 
awaited with curiosity in the valley between, a few rep- 
resentatives instead of the great host of Israel. 

The strain upon credulity as we mounted into our 
Stations was severe. It seemed ridiculous to expect 
that we should be able to hear each other’s voices at 
all, but perhaps we might be able to make the peo- 
ple in the valley below/hear something. Pitching 
our voices moderately high we began to read. To 
our own astonishment, as well as gratification, not 
only did the company in the midst of the valley hear, 
but we each heard the other with great distinctness, 
and this without any severe vocal effort. In the val- 
ley below, within a distance from each of us equal to 
the distance between us, there was room for the whole 
host of Israel at the highest figure reasonably possible. 

PHILADELPHIA, ; 
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and found that she was a little girl eight years old, 

well-meaning, but the child of adrunkard. Her tem- 

ber be Dn, spoiled by tendencies inherited from 
ather, 


The Eye Gate at Cairo.—A new method for dove) 
oping the Roatajechesl, and one that makes a 
peal to the eyes and minds of these fiel 
the cinema and the stereopticon. 
The Rev. S.V. R. ‘Trowbridge, who will be stationed 





The Ruggles house a_new name 








THE HEARTHSTONE 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


at Cairo as the Sunday-school Secretary for Moslem 
work, is taking with him three sets of slides and a 
fine machine, some of Ae Ay coming from friends 


interested in the 
n, co-operation with 
George W. Bond & Co. of Chicago, and others, is 
plan to send to each of the fields a set of slides 
trating = Aap em of Sunda “ pemees work 
in America, that interested friends may 
desire some oe “a this, as well as in the sending of 
good stereopticon machines. It is hoped that some 


cinematograph films of Sunday-school parades, etc., 
soon fer use in the foreign field. 


may be deve 






By Annie Hamilton Donnell 





Ill. WHEN DADCHEN CAME HOME 


RACIE had not given up. She was still hunting 

—hunting. It was a little thinner-still Gracie, 

a little anxiouser one. The light in her eyes 

that the dancing flames on her hearthstone had kin- 

diéd had gone out, to be sure, but Gracie’s eyes were 

determined and steady. She rested her tired feet now 

aud then on some park-bench or doorstep, but always 

got up again and hunted on. The one thought that 

beat insistently in her brain was that she must find 
another job. 

‘I better do it quick,'’ she said to herself, ‘‘ or I 
won't have any feet or stomach to hunt on! I do’ 
know how long I'm goin’ to make myself believe I've 
had breakfast!"’ 

“She was still a Gracie with a little sense of humor. 
She was staying nights now with Mamie, but she had 
not descended yet so ‘‘low,"’ in her own estimation 
of lowness, as to eat of Mamie’s tiny loaf,—no, sir, 
not yet / But the small sum of money she had hus- 
barided so carefully was almost too small to count now. 

** When I do get a job I'm goin’ to save up for that 
open-fire again,"’ this militant young soul persisted. 
**if the room ain’t empty, I'll empty it,— it's my 
room! I go¢ to set in front o’ that fire again!"’ 

She was cold,—Gracie needed a fire for body as 
well as soul. Dropping down one day on to a bench 
in a tiny sunny park in the midst of pleasant and 
well-to-do homes, Gracie took counsel with herself. 
What next? She had ‘‘supplied’’ for a girl at the 
next counter to Mamie’s Notions at Power and Purdy’s 
Emporium for the brief space of two days, and that 
had helped, of course. But that was all over now, 
and the only difference in her condition was this little 
handful of silver in her lap. Gracie counted it 
again, and mentally divided it into so many sand- 
wiches and coffees that would last just so long— 

‘‘The trouble with me is I'm scairt,"’ thought 


Gracie; ‘I never was really scairt before. My feet’s 
partly to blame, but it’s mostly my gr## that’s given 
out. I'm too tired to stir off o’ this bench even for a 


job! No need o’ stirrin’ anyway,—Mamie won't go 
in till bedtime.’’ She was too tired even to worry 
about Mamie, who was out on the streets again. 

Gracie nodded on her bench and must have slept, 
for lights were twinkling all around her in the pleas- 
ant homes the next thing she was aware of. She sat 
and watched them drowsily. In one of the homes a 
curious light flickered and died out and flickered 
again. Gracie sat up straight. 

‘¢ That's a fire flickerin’! There’s a open fire in 
that room,—oh, my goodness!"’ 

She was sure of it now. Didn't she know that 
flashin’ up an’ dyin’ down! Her breath came faster. 
She forgot about sandwiches and coffee. . 

Something cold touched her bare hand. A queer, 
purry little tune sounded very close to her—up on the 
bench beside her, 

‘* Why, you're a cat! Where'd you come from,— 
goodness, ain’t you a soft cat! Your fur’s just like 
long skeins o’ siik! Yes, you shall,—you shall lay in 
my lap! Near as I can see in the dark you’re a white 
cat,—there, the-ere."’ 

They watched the flickering light in the window 
opposite them together. Thesilken cat did not seem 
excited by the firelight possibilities beyond the win- 
dow, but Gracie quivered to her soul. She told her- 
self how she did know what was going on in there! 

** You belong there with it, Kitty, you do,—you'’re 
the kind of cat to set on hearths. Maybe you ran 
away from that room! Oh, let’s take hold o’ hands 
an’ go back! I'm so tired an’ I'm so cold an’ [I'm 
so scairt, Kitty."* 


———— 


‘*Stephen ! Stephen—Stephie, Stephie, Stephie !’’ 
called a clear voice, as a door opened in the House 
of the Flickering Light. ‘*You out here, Stephie? 
Come right in this minute, like a good cat !"" 

Gracie had started a little at sound of that voice. 
The silken cat stirred on her knees, lifted interroga- 
tive ears, jumped thuddingly to the ground. So the 
silken cat was Stephie? 

**Stephie, Stephie, Stephie !*’ sounded the clear 

voice, nearer at hand, 
_ Why, Gracie/ Itis you, isn’t it? The light’s 
en your face, and I know it is—I'm so glad, I'm so 
glad!’ Sidney Baxter, slender and bareheaded and 
no longer a shop-girl, stood beside Gracie’s bench. 
The big cat rubbed possessively against her skirts. 

‘I've tried soto find you! Ihad togive you up—’’ 

‘¢ That where you’ re workin’ now ?'' Gracie queried, 
indicating the House of Flickering Light. ‘‘Then 
you got a job all right, anyway. So did Emmy 
—washin’ winders, Rosie didn’t, nor Lily didn’t, 
nor I didn’t; there’s awful few jobs, This cat be- 
long to your mistress, does he? He's a beautiful 
cat.’’ 

** Yes ; that’s Stephen,’’ Sidney said, gently, stoop- 
ing to smooth the soft fur. She was almost afraid 
of this Gracie who talked on so fast and seemed to 
be trying to keep her face out of the light. Even 
so, Sidney caught a glimpse of the sharp, starved out- 
lines of the face. Suddenly she laid a firm hand on 
Gracie’s shoulder. 

**Dear, come with me, I—there’s a job for you, 
too.’’ In swift thought she created one. Mrs. Din- 
widdie would like extra help. ‘‘Come, dear,’ she 
said, Then in swift appeal : ‘*O Gracie, if you knew 
how I've wanted to find vou !"’ 

It was directly into the room of flickering firelight 
that Sidney led her, the big cat following. Her fingers 
on the switch, she hesitated. 

‘*Don’t!'’ begged Gracie. ‘* This light is best ! 
You ‘Gon't think your mistress”1l be mad, do you, at 
you bringin’ me here this way? I’m a dreadful sight. 
My shoeés—’’ 

‘«Gracie, take em off, quick, and rest your tired 
feet! Sit here in front of the fire—oh, can’t you see 
I’m only returning your hospitality to me? You let 
me sit in front of your fire.’’ 

‘* But the mistress—what will she say?’’ Gracie 
wavered anxiously. Her poor broken shoes did so 
ache to be taken off ! 


*M my mistress, Gracie—please don’t mind, 
dear. Don't you dareto mind! I'm_ going 
to get you a cup of tea. Stephen, you stay 

and watch her. Don’t you let her move away from 
that fire!"’ She was already gone. Left behind with 
Stephen, Gracie sank on to the soft rug in front of the 
blessed hearthstone and cried for joy and comfort. 
What it all meant—oh, what did it matter what it all 
meant! This was warmth and rest and reassurance 
from that lurking fear. Sidney found her fast asleep 
on the hearth-rug. 

The next day they talked together earnestly. 
Gracie, a little rested and put together again, called 
all her old pride to her aid. No, no, no, she could 
not stay! Yes, yes, yes, she must go and take up her 
hunt again. 

«If I haven't got—got shoes to my feet, I guess I 
got some pride!’’ she cried 

*« Gracie, so have I got pride, and I’m going to pay 
back that beautiful hospitality you gave to me! You 
are going to stay here anyway till the shirt-waist fac- 
tory @pens again, —just till then, dear. If you won't 
stay any other way, I shall lock you in!"’ 

In her own room Sidney wrote her last letter to her 
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father, He was to sail for home very soon after this 
letter would reach him. ‘There was something very 
especial Sidney wanted to say. She had almost suc- 
ceeded, she thought, in fitting her puzzle-pieces to- 
gether. The picture they made was a beautiful, dear 
picture! 

**« Dadchen, listen,—I believe I can say it easier on 
paper, though I’m not a bit afraid of you, dear sir! 
I want you to give me the old Ruggles house on Clear- 
water Street. May I have it? Every clapboard and 
shingle, Dadchen, dear! I want it from chimney to 
foundation, but most of all I want the great fireplace 
in it. Then, when it's all safely mine, I want you to 
fix it all up for me as neat asanew pin! That's all— 
just that. Now I'll tell you why, you dear old aston- 
ished! I want to name that Ruggles house over into 
The Hearthstone, and make it into a kind of regular- 
built home for shop-girls,—a club-house, if you un- 
derstand that better, that will always have an open 
fire blazing on its hedrth at night. Oh, Dadchen 
dear, an open fire! I know what it will mean,—I 
know. I've been a shop-girl and sat in front of 
Gracie’s fire. It will save the Mamies, dear,—there 
must be so many Mamies, I want it to stand for 
everything that goes with a. beautiful great open fire, 
and—yes, I do!—I want ‘God Bless our Home’ over 
the fireplace! May I have the Ruggles house ? Won't 
you think it over all the voyage home? To make it 
more mine, | want you to let it be my inheritance and 
my allowance—both. Let me have my way, dear 
(for once!) Kiss me and go right to thinking. 

** SIDNEY. 

**P, S.—Gracie shall engineer the house-warming, 
for Gracie knows how. I think we may make her 
housekeeper at The Hearthstone. Why not?’’ 


REDERICK BAXTER sat long hours in his 
steamer-chair. His forehead wrinkled into lines 
of inward concentration, but below the forehead 

twinkled humorous little lights in his eyes. Thatsmall, 
demanding child of his! Still the Ruggles house— 
the Ruggles house——was lying empty, and it was down 
in the right quarter—a few hundreds expended on it 
—the fireplace was a fine, big affair— 

But what on earth did that child mean by saying 
she had been a shop-girl and knew? Her letters had 
all been short chronicles of Mrs. Dinwiddie and the 
cat— he had not had a single long letter sittce he 
left home. Well, he was almost home now, and he 
should find out what had been going on in his ab- 
sence. Oh, it was good to be almost home! He 
would get in earlier than he'd first planned, and he 
would hurry uptown and surprise—Mrs. Dinwiddie 
and the cat! He would steal into the library where 
Sidney was sure to be, camped down before the fire- 
place. The vision was pleasant to Dadchen Dear. 

He landed in a little fervor of impatience. After 
all, it was a pity he had not let the child know ex- 
actly when they'd dock, so she might have been on 
hand to meet him. There were so many other little 
Sidneys there welcoming fathers ! 

He took a taxicab and sped uptown: In the tiny 
park among the pleasant homes it was early dark, 
and the pleasant homes themselves were cheerfully 
a-twinkle with lights. Oh, this was the land—these 
were the homes! No other like 'em, bless ’em ! 

He stole carefully into the hall with the latch-key 
he always carried in his pocket. He-could hardly 
resist taking off his shoes to still their creaking—but 
he could not wait to take them off. 

In the upper hall something halted him—a nurse 
in a white cap! An awful dread caught at his heart. 
The nurse had already disappeared, but the dread 
stayed behind her. He heard a low nursely voice 
speaking. 

‘*She is getting better every minute, Mrs. Din- 
widdie—it's wonderful! Young people do spring 
back so quickly.”’ 

** Young people ’’—that was Sidney. But she was 
getting better every minute. 

Suddenly hands closed over his eyes. He knew 
those hands ! 

‘“*Sh-h ! Come into the library. Oh, Dadchen 
Dear! You went and stole a march. I'm so glad 
you went and stole a march! Why, you're white ! I 
know—that nurse. Did she frighten you? It's 
Gracie—she’s the sick one. I found her in the park 
half dead—she was so thin and she was so cold and 
starved! Next night she was taken very sick, but 
she is getting well now. Dadchen, supposing I 
hadn't found —"’ 

** I know—but you did find,’’ he said gravely. 

** Yes, thank God. She's lived to keep the fire 
going on The Hearthstone—Dadchen Dear, I see it 
in your eyes! You have given us The Hearthstone '"" 

Awn Arbor, Micn, 
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A New Day Ahead for Evangelism in Pew and Pulpit 


What place shall 


in_their ? 


By J. 


Wilbur Chapman, D.D. 








VANGELISM is the hope of the church; it 
always has been, and if we are to judge ‘the 
future by the past it always will be. If this is 

true, and I am sure the statement will hardly be ques- 
tioned, we have the best of reasons now for applying 
the principles of evangelism to meet the needs of the 
church, 

I am well aware that there may be differences of 
opinion regarding the particular form of evangelism 
to be used, for some are insistent upon the demand 
that the mission of the church is to move along the 
line of social service, while others affirm with equal 
force that we are called upon as Christians only to 
present Christ as a Saviour to men, and that our re- 
sponsibility has been met when this has been accom- 
plished ; however, it has been well said that ‘It is 
mere blindness to act as if there need be any rivalry 
between individual and social salvation ; they are not 
rivals but correlatives, and throughout the New Tes- 
tament itself the perfected salvation of the individual 
is always regarded as inseparably associated with the 
coming of the kingdom of God,"’ 

Without the least disposition to enter into contro- 
versy, or to ignore the great demand which is rightly 
made to-day upon the church for the truest form of 
social service, | am making my appeal along the line 
of what may be called the old form of evangelistic 
effort. To me itis remarkable that while there has 
never been a greater professed interest in Christ than 
at the present time, yet it is equally true that, with 
some notable exceptions, the inflpence of the local 
church has seemed to be waning. 

It is not a question of clime, for in all parts of the 
world I have heard the complaints of ministers that 
their congregations were decreasing, and that there 
was a noticeable and ever-increasing lack of interest 
in spiritual things, 


Empty Hitching Racks 

It is not a problem affecting either the rural dis- 
trict or the crowded city alone, for the hitching racks 
in front of country churches are not now so much in 
use as in the olden days when the people filled the 
church, and the day when the family pew was fully 
accupied is too frequently in city and country alike a 
thing of the past. 

It has been claimed by some that the reason for 
this loss of spiritual power is found in the abnormal 
increase in the love of, and the pursuit after, pleasure, 
or that there has been too frequently such an almost 
utter disregard of the sanctity of the Lord’s Day, or 
that there has been such a sad decadence of family 
religion. 

I am sure that these reasons are in many cases well 
urged, I know the conditions are serious in the ex- 
treme. Others claim that the hostile and often unfair 
and unkind criticism of the Bible as the Word of 
God has brought us face to face with this sad condi- 
tion of affairs ; it is said that criticism is a sharp- 
edged tool, and, handled at all, is fraught with 
danger, while in unskilled hands it is a deadly peril. 
Serious as all these claims are, and harmful as the re- 
sults may be, yet I am persuaded that they do not 
present the real reason for the spiritual condition of 

church to-day, 

S it not true that the largest single investment of 

pital in all the world is in the church? Is is not 

80 a fair question whether or not any business man 
would be satisfied with so great a capital bringing so 
comparatively meager returns ? 

Wherein lies the difficulty ? 

I believe that most of it may be traced to the fact 
that in the church we have so generally lost the spirit 
of true evangelism ; by the church I mean those of 
us who stand in the pulpit as well as those who sit in 
the pews,—for losing this evangelistic spirit we be- 
come aneasy prey of the great adversary, and failing 
here it becomes comparatively easy to fail elsewhere. 

It is true that the minister must do more than make 
a constant appeal to the unsaved ; his is a many-sided 
work, but he must make such an appeal or be false 
to the trust committed to his charge. It is also true 
that there are other avenues of service, along the line 
of which the church must move if she is to be faithful 
to her Master ; but she ssi not fail here, in her ap- 
peal to those who are not professed Christians. 


That the past five years have been a time of drift- 
ing and loss of spiritual power in local churches © 
in all parts of the world is the conviction of Dr. 
Chapman. And this great evangelist’s work has 
taken him to many lands around the world. But 
he believes that God has called a halt, that a new 
day is at hand which will be marked by a revival 
of evangelism. Dr. Chapman’s article is a stir- 
ring call to Christians to take a definite part in 
bringing that revival by giving evangelism the 
right of way in their own lives. 








The majority of people outside the church to-day 
have never had a personal invitation to accept Christ; 
they have heard sermons and addresses, but it is the 
nature of the human mind to feel that such appeals 
are hardly personal, therefore they are either resisted 
or treated with indifference. A distinguished man, a 
former governor of a Southern state, came to Christ 
afier a sad experience in sin ; he came because a 
minister whom I know wrote him a personal letter 
urging him to become a Christian. He did so, but 
made the pathetic acknowledgment that in all his 
life no one had ever before asked him to come to 
Christ. There are thousands like him,—they live in 
our homes, work in our shops, meet us on the streets, 
and come in contact with us through the years ; yet 
to many no word of invitation is spoken, and some of 
them drift into eternity unwarned and unsaved. 

Evangelism in the pulpit makes the way so plain 
that a child is able to-understand it, makes Christ so 
real that one can almost see him with the natural vis- 
ion, makes the hearer of the message realize his dan- 
ger, and makes the approach to the unsaved by the 
Christian as natural as for one to breathe. 

Evangelism in the pews is putting into practise what 
the minister preaches ;, dt is not being fanatical (for 
is it being ‘‘ pious” in the objectionable use of the 
word), it is not in any way being unwise in the man- 
ner of approach to the one whom we seek to influence 
spiritually ; it és being true to Christ and to those who 
do not know him ; it is living so near to him that his 
faintest whisper is heard, and so his slightest command 
is obeyed ; it is one’s consecration to him expressing 
itself in a smile, a tear, a handclasp, a word spoken in 
season ; to sum it all up, it is living a life which so 
reflects him that all who behold it are made aware 
that he is real, and become possessed of a desire to 
know him for themselves. 

I am making no appeal for what is known as pro- 
fessional evangelism, although I am persuaded that, 
rightly trained and wisely directed, the evangelist may 
be of inestimable value to the church. Has it ever 
occurred to you, to try to discover why the results of 
the preaching of a true evangelist are in some ways so 
remarkable ? 

Why Do Evangelists Get Results? 

Criticize these results as you please they are never- 
theless usually very great. The evangelist may be less 
carefully trained, and of inferior ability to the pastor 
of the church, but the results of his work face you and 
must be accounted for, 

It may be claimed that these results are due to the 
careful training of the workers and the thorough pre- 
paration of the field before his arrival ; another may 
have sown, and he may but be reaping the harvest ; 
or it may be due to the sympathetic support given to 
him, and which is not always given to the pastor of 
the church, or it may be that many reaching their de- 
cision, needed but a new voice or the working of a 
new method to provoke a crisis in their thinking. 

Let all this be taken for granted, yet by far the 
strongest reason is found in the fact that in his appeal 
the true evangelist is direct, and in his work is bend- 
ing all his energies to challenge a decision. 

The experience of the years in which T have toiled 
leads me to believe,that.every pastor could do the 
work of an evangelist, and.do it well, did he but give 
as much attention to the securing of results as does the 
evangelist ; and I am not sure but the pastor's work 
would be the more permanent, because he has the ad- 
vantage of being able to lay a sure foundation, on the 
basis of which he makes his appeal, and by means of 
personal work and pastoral attention is able to train 


the one who has made the confession of faith in 
Christ. 

Evangelism, however, is a spirit and not a method. 
This is en ing, because methods may be object- 
ionable, they may be Saul’s armor to a David, and 
thus hinder rather than help; but, being aspirit, evan- 
gelism is within the reach of all, and all who follow 
Christ are called to exercise their gifts along this line. 


By the way the minister lives, by-the way he pre- 
pares his sermon, by the way he conducts his service, °' 


ms the note of yearning in his appeal, by the spirit of 


rist revealed in his contact with men, he may in all . 


these ways, in the truest sense, be evangelistic. 

By the way the Sunday-school teacher considers his 
class, by the way he prepares his lesson, by the spirit 
of love shown in all his dealings with those,committed 
to his care, by the word spoken in season, perhaps by 
the tear that cannot be kept back, by the trembling 
lip, by the personal appeal that is so genuine, and 
therefore so irresistible, he may be truly evangelistic. 

By the church-member’s spirit of consecration, by 
the feeling of responsibility for those with whom he 
lives and toils lest they should not be saved, by the 
tender invitation given when the time is right and the 
door of opportunity is open, he may be a soul-winner 
indeed, and a workman needing not to be ashamed. 

Every thoughtful student will agree, I am sure, that 
for the past five years we have in the church been 
passing through a time of drifting; but he will also 
discover that in these latter days of unparalleled sol- 
emnity God has called a halt ; I have found the peo- 
ple everywhere compelled to serious thought. This is 
noticeably true in Great Britain, but is becoming ap- 
parent everywhere and, being true, there is a day of 
opportunity upon us. What has been done in days 
when no such powerful impression, was being made 


upon the human ‘mind may: be done with all. nae mene 


ease to-day. 


How Seven Soul-Winners Do It 
A business man in Wales spoke to his office boy 


about his soul, and from that word a work began that 


won his entire office force for Christ. 

A merchant in England determined that no day 
should pass without his speaking to some one about 
Christ ; in one year he led scores to the Master. 

An invalid Christian woman in Australia, for thirty 
years unable to put her foot to the floor, by means of 
her pen and prayer led forty people to Christ in a sin- 
gle year. 

A Christian gentleman spoke to his caddie while 
they were waiting together on the golf links ; the boy 
became a Christian, and later on a minister of the 
gospel. 

A Sunday-school teacher took one of her class of 
boys for a walk one Sunday afternoon when the ses- 
sion of the school was over ; she told him of her con- 
cern that he should become a Christian, and had the 
joy of seeing him take his stand for Christ. 

A father traveled one thousand miles to tell his son 
that he was concerned about his soul, and he had the 
joy of winning him to the Saviour. 

A business man in one of our largest cities makes 
it the rule of his life to speak of Christ to all with 
whom he has business dealings, if there is the slightest 
possible chance for him consistently to do so ; he has 
always been thanked for his kindness, and has never 
been repulsed. 

As the followers of Christ, we have the only cure 
for sin, the only hope for those in despair, and we are 
privileged to point out the only way that leads to eter- 


nal life, and having this inestimable privilege we are © 
called of God to speak and not be silent, to work and _ 


not be idle, to pray and not fail. 

In almost all lands beneath the sun I have seen the 
gospel work, and it is still as ever the power of God 
unto salvation; I have seen personal evangelism 
tested and have not found it failing ; I have seen con- 
secrated men and women bearing the burdens of 
others, endeavoring to make their lot easier, and 
seeking also to lead them to Christ, and they have 
not toiled without encouragement. None are too 
hopeless to be saved, none too prejudiced by unbeiief 
to be beyond the power of the truth, and none too far 
away from God to be in helpless despair. 

Jamaica, L. L 
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Home Department Questions | 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 
er 

In canvassing for new members is it best to 
require that a membership card be signed ? 
HE idea of making a pledge in writing is 
distasteful to many.persons, A 
promise is generally easier to secure, 
and as getting lesson study done is more im- 
portant than the manner of getting it done, 
the signing of a membership card should not 
be insisted upon. Unwillingness to sign a 
pledge should bar no one from membership, 





What states — the largest Home Depart- 
ment 
T THE International Convention last 
June the following official figures were 
given for the ten states having the 
largest [ome Department enrolment : 


Pennsvivania ...... . . %31,408 
New Vote. 2. 2 6 s.0 0 0 0 QtO84 
RRO A Pree 
EEE SS ay 
‘Texas. , ob ke ek ee 


Massachusetts. . .. . =. '. - 35,283 
New Jersey . . 1... 6 + + 3@7l2 
SNE GAs 0 kb +e 0 ee 6 oe eee 
Kentucky ... . + - 2+ + © +. 25457 
AIRDRIER,. “6 0 oe'0 0 0 6 8 0 OMS 


Ontario, Canada, has 22,535 Home De- 
partment members, 





What is the relation of the Home Depart- 
ment to the Sunday-school ? 


HE Home Department is not an inde- 
pendent institution, but @ department 
of the Sunday-school, Therefore it is 

under the regular authorities who control the 


schéol,: The pastor and superintendent beara. 


relation to it similar to that which they bear to 
any other department of the school. A card- 
index or book containing names of members 
should be kept; a Home Department roll 
should hang on the Sunday-school room 
wall; members should. be remembered {in 
sickness, invited to special day services, 
should be welcome to the school whenever 
they desire to [attend it, and an occasional 
social affair should be held for them, The 
Home Department superintendent should 
report quarterly and annually to the school 
authorities, as any other department does. 





We live in a city where there are a good 
many foreigners. -Can you tell us where we 
can secure ications in lan 
suitable for Home Department use ? 

COMPLETE list of foreign helps was 
recently compiled for the Massachu- 
setts Sunday School Association by 

Miss Katherine C, Bourne, state Home De- 
partment superintendent, Foxboro, Mass, 
From that list the following information is 
taken. It is hoped that the publication of 
this list may prove to be of value in stimu- 
lating Home Department work among for- 
eigners. . Mrs, Flora V. Stebbins says: ‘It 
dees open the door of the foreigner’s heart 
as. we go to him in his home with the gospel 
in -his own tongue, and a spirit of Christian 
fellowship.” . 

Bohemian : Presbyterian Board, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 

French: Rev. S. Rondeau, 23 Bleury 
Street, Montreal, Quebec. | 

German: Publishing House of the Evan- 
gélical Association, 1903-1923 Woodland 
Avenue, Cleveland, Oliio ; The Gerinan Pil- 

rim Press, 1612 Warren Avenue, Chicago, 

I. 

Greek: ‘‘ Truth,’? 307 Market Street, 
Lowell, Mass., and 14 Beacon Street, Bos- 
ton. 

Hungarian: Rev. Ladislaus Harsanyi, 
235 East 115th Street, New York City. 

Italian: Rev. Arturo di Pietro, 175 Rock- 
away Avenue, New York City; Salvatore 
Masso, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York City ; 
Rev. Giovanni Luzzi, D.D*, §1 Via de’ Ser- 
ragli, Florence, Italy, 

Norwegian : Evangelisten Publishing Com- 
pary, 3525 Fullerton Avenue, Chicago. 

Polish : R. J. Miller, 209 Anderson Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Portuguese: Dr. H. S. Allyn, Lanas, 
gi yg angry 

Ruthe : Rev. S. Byzezynskyi, Box 
1 Pittsburgh, Pa. 4 

wedish : Swedish Sunday School Society, 

714-716 South Dearborn Street, 

Syrian : Sunday-school Quarterlies in Ara- 
bic, which may be used for Syrians, may be 
obtained from American Press, Beirut, Syria. 


Aduit Class Questions 


Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


I was recently elected of an Adult 
Bible Class. I have had no previous experi- 
ence as president of such a class. If you will 
kindly recommend to me some literature which 
I can secure dealing with this work, it will be 
greatly appreciated.—E, L. B. 

NTERNATIONAL Adult Class leaflets 

Numbers two and three will give you 
help on class organization{and duties of 
class committees. These may be secured by 
addressing the secretary of your state Sunday 


| School Association (Dr. Joseph Clark, 80 


Howard St., Albany), ‘* Fishin’ fer Men”’ 

oseph Clark, $1), ‘* The Adult Worker and 
lis Work ”? (Barclay, 55 cents), and ‘* Adult 
Bible Classes’’ (Wood, 28 cents), are three 
books that you would find helpful. They 
may be secured from your Sunday-school 

ublisher, There are also a number of pub- 
ications issued serially in the interest of 
Adult Class work. Possibly forty percent of 
the space of each of these deals with methods 
which would be of special interest to you as 
class president. I suggest that you subscribe 
for one or more of these, 


Will you kindly give me the names of the 
best books on organized men’s Bible Classes ? 
T IS impossible to name the des¢ books 
on any subject. There are a number of 
very helpful books dealing with various 
phases of men’s class work : 

1. On Class Organization and Work : ‘* The 
Adult Worker and His Work,’’ by W. C. 
Barclay (Methodist Book Concern, §§ cents); 
‘* Fishin’ fer Men,’’ by Joseph Clark (Meth- 
odist Book Concern, $1); ‘*The Adult 
Bible Class,’? by W. C. Pearce (Methodist 
Book Concern, 29 cents); ‘‘The How 
Book,’’ by M. A, Hudson (‘The Sunday School 
Times Co., §0 cents), 

2. On Teaching : ‘* The Teaching of Bible 
Classes,’’? bf E. F. See (Association Press, 
60 and 40 cents); ‘* Adult Class Study,’’ by 
Wood (Methodist Book Concern, 82 cents), 

3. Social Life : ** Social Activities for Men 
and Boys,’’ by A. M. Chesley (Association 
Press, $1). 

4. Personal Evangelism: ‘* Individual 
Work for Individuals,’’ by H. Clay Trum- 
bull (Association Press, $1). 








I am teaching a group of young men between 
the ages of eighteen and twenty-four. We have 
a large class, numbering seventy-five to eighty, 
and | am anxious to get any material that 
would be of help to me in this work. Will you 
kindly send me any lists or ortaloguce ou may 
have showing what you publish either in books 
or pamphlets covering any phase whatever of 
Bible c' work and personal Bible study, etc. 

I am desirous..of getting hold of some ma- 
terial that would help me in getting up 

talks? Can you suggest any- 
thing «that . gives outlines, illustrations, etc., 
suitable for young men of the ‘age I am work- 
ing with? 

Also could you put me in touch with an 
other man who is doing work similar to mine 
I should like to correspond with such a person 
with the idea of exchanging views and plans 
that might be mutually helpful. [ find it 
difficult to get anything in the way of books 
specially adapted to the age of our fellows, most 
material being for the younger ages.—E. G. W. 

LL Sunday-school publications are issued 
by the denominational and indepen- 
dent publishers ; it is therefore impos- 

sible to send you one catalogue containing 
them: all, ‘Any publisher wilt. gladly send 
you a catalégue. © Probably your own pub- 
lisher:will have what-youwaut, > - 

I-do- not know of any book that contains 





outlines and Mustrations for talks to young 
men, I suggestthat you begin by studying the 
special needs of the members of your class, 
and then search for material that will meet 
those needs, For instance, if they need a 
better knowledge of the temperance situa- 
tion, then secure the latest data on temper- 
ance. Likewise on missions, social service, 
evangelism, boys’ work, etc, It is well 
always to remember that character comes 
from conduct, and not merely from know!l- 
edge. Every character-building talk would 
therefore be strengthened if given in support 
of some constructive plan of work already 
agreed — by the class. 

The office of your provincial Sunday-school 
sonsenae can put you in touch with the 
classes: of "your own field, or by addressing 
— own denominational office you can get 
ists of classes in your own denomination. 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


Our county Sunday School Association is 
planning to conduct a school for the 
of ‘Sunday -school officers and teachers. One 
evening a week will be devoted to the work, and 
the school will continue ten weeks. As it will 
fall to me to teach the First Standard teacher- 
training course at one period each week, I 
write to ask whether we could take the exami- 
nations and cover the ground for first diploma 
in that time? 


EN weeks Would not give sufficient tine 
to complete the First Standard course. 
The rule that not less than nine months 
be given to the studies is a most desirable 
requirement. To sectite satisfactory results, 
it is necessary to hold the attention of the 
students to the subjects for a considerable 
time. My advice is that the ten months be 
given to one of the four subjects included in 
the First Standard course, Take the sec- 
tion on the Bible or the Pupil or the Teacher, 
and make the work as thorough as possible. 
Have the students take the official test on 
that much of the course, and urge that they 
complete the studies in a class to be organ- 
ized in the local church, 





ILLINOIS.—Our aim is to have a regular Sun- 
day morning permanent teacher-training class 
for future teachers, also a class of Senior and 
Adult teachers now teaching. 

But our special concern now is to help the 
teachers of the Graded Lessons. Many of 
them have never taken a course in teacher- 
training, and cannot now take a regular course 
like Oliver's or Hamill's. I should like to know 
if you have any guide or book that might help 
one - conduct ng a —_ ceuiiocmas 
teaching) to train them in the 
the Graded Lessons,—M. H. 

HE publishers of the various Graded 
Lessons are now providing helps for 
the teachers of these lessons. I think 

the most pressing need of the teacher of 
Graded Lessons is the information and the 
knowledge and practise of methods they will 
get from an approved teacher-training course, 
or from a training school for Sunday-school 
workers, 

Organize your teachers into a class to take 
the training course, and if there is a training 
school in your city encourage them to take 
that course of study also. Your regular 
teachers’-meeting will afford an opportunity 
to suggest methods of teaching and for inter- 
change of thought and encouragement. 





Our Sunday-school is now fully graded, and 
we have recently adopted the Lesson 
system. . As superintendent I am concerned to 
have all our teaching and official force fully 
trained for their duties. Are there any courses 
of study that would give each of our workers a 
special training for his particular work ? 


OU will find-it of greatest advantage to 
have all your teachers and officers take 
first the Standard Teacher-training 


- course with lessons on the Bible, the school, 


the teacher and the pupil. This general 
training - all -should have as a beginning. 
After that will be the time to specialize. The 


following specialization courses wit! provide 
for your entire working force : 

For the Elementary Department-Worker : 
** The Elementary Worker and His Work,"’ 


Jacobs-Lincoln (Methodist Book Concern, - 


$5 cents); **The Junior Worker -and His 
ork,’’ Rohinson (Methodist Book Concern, 
55 cents); ‘*Stories and Story Telling,’’ St. 
John (Pilgrim Press, 60 cents); ‘* Hand 
work in the Sunday School,’’ Littlefield 
(The Sunday School Times, $1). 

For the Secondary Department Worker : 
** The Intermediate Worker and His Work,’’ 
Lewis (Methodist Book Concern; 55 cents) ; 


** The Senior Worker and His Work,’’ Lewis ~ 


(Methodist Book Concern, 55 cents). 

For the Advanced Department: Worker : 
**The Adult Class,’ Pearce (The -Presby- 
terian Board, 25 cents) ; ‘* The Adult Worker 
and His Work, Barclay (Methodist Book 
Concern, §5 cents). 

For the Home Department Worker: ‘* The 
Home Department of To-Day,’’ Stebbins 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 25 cents). 

For the Rural Department Worker: ‘lhe 
Teens’ and the Rural School,’’ Alexander 
(Association Press, 50 cents); ** The Chal- 
lenge of the Country,’’ Fiske (Association 
Press, 75 cents). 

For Sunday - school Executives: -‘* The 


training Sunday School at Work,’’ Faris (Presby- 


terian Board, $1.25). 
*~ 


For Those Doing Graded Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


MICHIGAN.—Would you pledge a teacher 
to visit monthly or weekly every member of a 
class? We tried this and found it difficult to 
get teachers to live up to such a standard, even 
teachers who in other ways were qualified. for 
their task, and who secured fine results from 
their class work.—J. L. C, 

© PLACE before every teacher the pur- 
pose of our work as teachers, including 
the methods of class instruction and 
the privilege of personal contact with pupil 
and parents, is of course the duty of every 
departmental superintendent. To pledge 
each teacher to perform each item which, in 
the judgment of the superintendent, is vital 
would be fatal to its accomplishment. 
Teachers have different talents. Our task 
is so to plan that we utilize the talent of each 
for the good of the whole. 

Our present plan of teachers for small 
groups of pupils, especially with the younger 
children, has caused us to expect each 
teacher to do a similar kind of work in each 
group,—that is, to teach or give instruction ; 
to stimulate the pupil to do his own definite 
task, whether home study or class work; to 
see that the pupil lived out the teaching ; to 
have some oversight over the pupii between 
Sundays; to have,a concern for the social 
life of the pupil, co-operating with the 
superintendent and other teachers in secur- 
ing interesting and helpful social gatherings; 
and as if this were not quite enough for any 
voluntary worker we add the securing of 
home co-operation and constant visitation on 
the part of the teacher, 

Visiting the homes of pupils is certainly a 
necessity, if any teacher is to understand the 
environment in which the pupil lives. Some 
teachers are admirably fitted for social duties ; 
others are not. Some homes would wel- 
come frequent visitation ; others would not. 
Some pupils are so irregular that the teacher 
feels called upon to make frequent inquiry, 
while other pupils are so regular that were 
the sole purpose of visiting merely to secure 
regularity of attendance there would be no 
need of any visit from the teacher. - 

Again, some teachers have the time, an 
another teacher, equally conscientious, has 
only control of the evenings, which may or 
may not be an opportune time for the home, 
or if the teacher is a young girl the section 
of the city or the distance in the country 
may make it impracticable for the teacher to 
assume the task of visitation. 


It would certainly seem unwise todemand - 


such a pledge from teachers of any grade. or 
department. On the other hand, the visits 
of **my teacher’’ are a deligitt to some chil- 


( Continued on page 818) 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


OU remember the story of the little girl who, 
trying to get to sleep alone, stood the silence 
and darkness as long as she could, and then 

called out in fear for her mother to come to her. 
Reassuringly and lovingly the mother told her that 
there was nothing to fear; that God was there with 
her and would not let onyeneg panes to her. 

‘* Yes, mother, I know that is here with me, 
but I want somebody with a skin face,” 

We smile at her quaint way of puttiag it; but how 
accurately she expressed the feeling we have all had 
at one time or another. So God gives us human 
friends. God gave the childrenof Israel Moses, and 
Joshua, and the elders: friends and leaders ‘* with 
skin faces " who would be close beside them to lead 
them safely through the dangers and fears of life. 

Is it well to depend upon our most trusted human 
friends and helpers? Does not God want us to gain 
all we can from their presence and example and 
guidance? Israel depended greatly upon Joshua 
and the elders and then the various judges that were 
raised up in their times of need, But after these 

ssed from them, Israel went to pieces. Was Israel's 
Re ndence of the right or the wrong sort ? 

Let these questions be discussed freely in class. 
Then, during or after the discussion, bring out this 
truth: our Christian friends and helpers are given to 
us largely to bring us to a complete, satisfying depend- 
ence upon God and not upon then. 


Our Background Material 

Let us keep the Bible as a whole before us, durin 
these lessons, so that each lesson shall be consider 
as part of an intelligently seen whole. Review fora 
moment the suggested seven Ages or Dispensations, 
mentioned last week, from Genesis to Revelation. 

Review the three divisions of the Old ‘lestament 
books given last week : Plan of Redemption ;_ His- 
torical Books ; Development of Religion, 

Review the three divisions of the nine’Old Testa- 
ment historical books (counting each pair of books in 
Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles as one instead of 
two): Theocracy (Joshua, Judges, Ruth); Monarchy 
(Samuel, Kings, Chronicles); Captivity (Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, Esther). Fuller statements about these will 
be found in ‘‘The Lesson Pilot” and Dr. Thomas’ 
** Mastering the Whole Lesson ” in last week's issue. 

How many have read the Book of Judges through 
since last Sunday? They will get still more from read- 
ing itthrough a second time before next Sunday, and 
again each week during our five weeks in Judges. 


The Lesson Itseif 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue, Boldface letters at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 


Israel did not deserve to be helped. So God helped 
her. God is always looking for undeserving people 
to help, We human beings are usually interested 
most in ‘the deserving poor.” God is interested 
most in ‘‘the undeserving poor.” ‘That is the mean- 
ing of GRACE, 

ow complete Israel's — was is shown by 
Miss Patterson (a), In their desperate need they 
cried out unto God, They did their praying after 
they got into trouble ; and he answered them. But 
to wait until we get into trouble before we pray is not 
he best way of praying (Round Table, a). 

Perhaps to emphasize that it was Gcd’s e, and 

not Israel's merit or ability, that was their hope, God 
lanned this time to deliver them through two women. 
Flow much of a part do women rulers and prophet- 
esses play in the Bible ? (Dr. Thomas, II, d.) God's 
use and need of women is vigorously discussed by 
Mr. Ridgway (a, b), Dr. Thomas (IV, 0), and Dr. 
Spilman’s ‘‘From the Platform.” Deborah was not 
only a judge, but a prophetess, and the prophet’s 
work is touched upon by Dr. Thomas (IV, q). The 
work of an Oriental judge is described by Dr. Mackie 
a); and Deborah's ‘‘ personal work” is suggested by 

iss Patterson (b) and Pucker (a). 

Was Barak's faith weak, when, accepting God’s 
appointment through Deborah, he nevertheless said 
that he would head the attack against Sisera and his 
nine hundred iron chariots only on condition that 
Deborah should go with him? Draw out the — 
ions of the class on this. It is discussed by Dr. 
Thomas (II, e, h). But remember that weak faith is 
fiot unusual in those whom God uses. This is not 
to the credit of men, but it is to the credit of God. 
And God can use no one as fully as he wants to use 
him until. weak faith has given way to quiet confi- 
dence in the faithfulness of God. 


LESSON 2. JANUARY Io. 
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the International Lesson 


The portion of the text indicated 
. Committee for lesson helps is 


ting in 
Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lap’pi-doth, she 
judged Israel at that 5 And she ! dwelt under the palm- 


434-16.) 
tree of between Ramah and Beth-el, in the hill-country 


o-am out of Ke’desh-naph’ta-li, and said unto him, Hath not 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, commanded, saying, Go and draw 
unto mount ‘Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of 
the children of Naph’ta-li and of the children of Zebulun? 
7 And I will draw unto thee, to the river Kishon, Sisera, the 


n of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude ; 
- will deliver him Into thy hand. 8 And Barak said unto 
e 


r, If thou wilt 
not 


‘o with me, then I will go; but if thou wilt 
will not fo. 9 And she said, [ will surely 
go th thee ; notwithstanding, the ae that thou takest 
s' m, baw: be for thine honor ; for Jehovah will sell Sisera into 

e hand of awoman. And Deborah arose, and went with 
Barak to Kedesh. 10 And Barak called Zebulun and Naph/’- 
ta-li together to Kedesh ; and there went up ten thousand men 
at his feet: and Deborah went up with him, 

1r Now Heber ? the Kenite had separated himself from ? the 
Kenites, even from the children of Hobab the 8 brother-in-law 
of Moses, and had pitched his tent as far as the * oak in Za-a- 
nan’nim, which is by Kedesh, 

12 And they told Sisera that Barak the son of A-bin’o-am 
was gone up to mount Tabor. 13 And Sisera gathered to- 
gether all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and 
all the people that were with him, from Ha-ro’sheth of the 
6 Gentiles, unto the river Kishon, 14 And Deborah said unto 
Barak, Up; for this is the day in which Jehovah hath deliv- 
ered Sisera into thy hand; is not Jehovah gone out before 
thee? So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ter thou- 
sand men after him. 15 And Jehovah discomfited Sisera, and 
all his chariots, and all his host, with the edge of the sword 
before Barak ; and Sisera alighted from his chariot, and fied 
away on his feet. 16 But Barak pursued after the chariots, 
and after the host, unto Ha-ro’sheth of the 5 Gentiles : and all 
the nae : Sisera fell by the edge of the sword ; there was not 
a man lielt, 


10r, sat * Heb. Kam. See Num. 24. 22. 
4 Or, tevebinth *% Or, nations 


with me, 


8 Or, father-in-law 
% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(These references, are usuaily to paragraphs iw other lesson- 
articles in this issue, indicated by bold-face letters.) 

Verse 4.—In what sense was Deborah a prophetess ? 
(Thomas, d; Patterson, a.) Was it unusual to have a 
woman as judge? (Thomas, d; Ridgway, a.) 

Verse 5.—What does ‘‘came up to her for judgment”? 
mean? (Thomas, d; Pucker, a; Mackie, a.) Who was 
Barak, and why did Deborah send for him? (Thomas, e.) 

Verse 6.—Where were Mount Tabor and Kedesh- 
Naphtali? (Thomas, £; Visiting the Lesson Scenes.) 

Verse 7.—Where was the river Kishon? (Mackie, b.) 
Who was Jabin ? (Thomas, c.) 

Verse 8.—Why did Barak fear to go without Deborah ? 
(Patterson, ¢; Thomas, e.) 

Verse 10,—Wha~ is meant by “calling Zebulun and 
Naphtali together’’? What is the meaning of ‘‘at his 
feet’’? (Thomas, g.) 

Verse 11.—When did this separation occur? Who were 
Heber, the Kenites, and Hobab? What is meant by 
‘‘oak in Zaananim’’? (Thomas, g.) 

Verse 13.—What people were with Sisera ? (Pucker, d.) 
Where was Harosheth of the Gentiles ? (Thomas, h). 

Verse 14.—Does this suggest that Barak was hesitating 
to go? (Thomas, h; Pucker, b.) 

Verse 15.—What is meant by ‘‘ Jehovah discomfiting 
Sisera’’? (Thomas, h ; Pucker, d.) 

Verses 17-24.—Was Jael’s killing of Sisera a praise- 
worthy deed? (Thomas, i, k.) 








Was it dangerous for Barak toattack Sisera? Yes ; 
but not as dangerous as it would have been for him 
not to attack Sisera. See Higginbottom’s reply in 
the Illustration Round Table (d). God can guide us 
through the treacherous shoals as surely as he guided 
Dr. Grenfell (Round Table, b). 

The day of victory for Deborah, Barak, and Israel 
had come. The day of victory for you has come—if 
you'll take it. Zs 7s the day. That’s what Debo- 
rah said to Barak : ‘‘ This is the day” (v. 14), and 
Mr. Ridgway (c) gives a pee challenge, on the 
basis of those words, to us all. 

Barak and ten thotsand men fought against Sisera 


and all his chariots and all his host, but God gave 
the victory. Notice what. Dr. Thomas says here 
(II, h). levepinas writes of this battle: ‘‘ When 


they were come to a close fight, there came down 
from heaven a great storm, with a vast quantity of 
rain and hail; and the wind blew the rain in the face 
of the Canaanites, and so darkened their eyes that 
their arrows and slings were of no advantage to 


DEBORAH AND BARAK DELIVER ISRAEL 
‘ Judges 4: 4-233 §: 1-22, Commit 4: 14, 15 
Golden Text: The righteous cried, and Jehovah heard, and delivered them out of all their troubles.—Psalm 34 : 17 







them. Nor would the coldness of the air it the 
soldiers to make use of their swords. storm, 
however, did not so much incommode the Israelites 
because it came on their back.” May not the lines, 


‘* From heaven fought the stars, 

From their courses they fought against Sisera,’’ 
possibly refer toan astronomical disturbance, or even 
to a fall of meteorites ? 

What shal! we say of the bloodthirsty and treach- 
erous act of Jael in killing Sisera? The ethics of 
this act is discussed by Dr, Thomas (II, i, k; IV, q). 

For light on the spirit and meaning of the wonder- 
ful song of Deborah and Barak after the battle, see 
Mr. Ridgway, d; Dr. Thomas, II, j; III, m, n, o. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


After we have lost all claim upon God's forgive- 
ness, love, or mercy, and all power to save ourselves, 
God offers to defeat every enemy of our life.. That is 
grace, Victory over every form of sin, won super- 
naturally, instantly, and completely,—-but won by 
himself, not by ourselves,—God offers us now, and 
moment by moment in unbroken continuance, through 
pays rat of our Lord Jesus Christ.. Are we living 
in ry of that sort,in school, in the business office, 
amid the pressure and perplexities of the home, out 
on the street among men, wherever we may be? 

Grace must be accepted, received, if it is going 
to accomplish its work for us. To receive God’s 

ace means totrust him. God left Israel's enemies 
in the Land of Canaan fo teach them war (judg. 
3:2). Ged leaves enemies in the world to-day to 
teach us war: that we may learn how to fight the 
fight of faith, When we fight this fight we insist 
with ourselves, determinedly, persistently, stead- 
tastly, upon letting God fight for us. Then, and then 
only, can God make the best use of all our resources. 

od's grace does not tend to make us lazy, though it 
might seem so; on the other hand, it enables us to 
work with an activity that we can never know other- 
wise. Barak used his ten thousand men, because he 
was trusting Gd, better than he could possibly have 
used ‘them without trusting God. 


Teaching Points 

It is a daring thing to trust God, but it is more brazen)}y 
daring not to trust him. 

The God-given discpline of this life is to learn war: 
how to fight by trusting. 

The judges were men who fought by ‘faith. 

We cannot trust completely until we have surrendered 
completely. Victory came when ‘*the people offered 
themselves willingly ’’ (5 : 2). 

Even our power to surrender to God is the gift of God. 


‘* For that the people offered themselves willingly, bless ye 
Jehovah,”’ 


God punishes us in two ways: he withdraws his protect- 
ing hand from us, and he withdraws his restraining hand 
from our enemies, 

God’s grace sometimes uses our means, and sometimes 
it does not. We can be certain of one thing, that his grace 
without our means is more effective than our means with- 
out his grace. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why is God’s grace necessary to our best life ? 

Doesn’t it take away our self-respect to depend wholly 
on grace? 

The Golden Text tells us that God delivers the righteous 
when they cry unto him. What hope, then, is there 
for us? 

Under what circumstances may we count confidently 
that Jehovah is ‘* gone out before ’’ us for our victory? 

. Did Barak and Israel do right or wrong in destroying 
the entire host of Sisera? Why? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
The Call of Gideon (Judg. 6: 11-40). 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions sn ques 
tions are for the members’ home preparation. 

Does it seem possible that after the glorious victory under 
Deborah and Barak, Israel could so far forget and disgbey 
God that, overcome again by their enemies, they actually 
had to live in dens and caves in the mountains? That was 
their plight when an Israelite named Gideon, stealthily 
beating out the family wheat supply, had an amazing ex- 
perience. 

What reasons can you discover for God’s choice of 
Gideon ? 


What sort of man does his father seem to have been ? 
In what two ways did Gideon propose two tests of God? 


What spirit did Gideon show in proposing these two 
tests ? 


LESSON POR JAN, 10 (Judg. 4 : 4-233 5 : 1-22) 





Mastering the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





“6 ONOTONE” and “monotony” are familiar 
words, but the ideas are not 
Judges is 


pereene monotonous, with a sad, unvarying, uni- 
orm theme, 


From nning to end it speaks of 
five thi in their as Sin, Suffering, Sorrow, 
Supplicat Salvation. The ‘‘salvation” would 
give brightness and joy indeed to the picture, if the 
fad continued in it; but they did not. Per- 
aps this lack of variety in Judges will help us to un- 
derstand some of the solemn issues connected with 
human life in relation to God. (a) 
I. Surroundings of the Lesson 
From 3: 7 to 16: 31, the substance of the book (see 
analysis last week), seven declensions from God are 
recorded, and each has its own uniform notes of Sin, 
Punishment, and Deliverance. The first of these is 
seen in 3: 7-11, when Othniel was the judge. The 
second is in 3: 12-31, with Ehud and Shamgar as 
judges. See 2: 11-23 for a sum . The third of 
these declensions, with the results, s the present 
lesson (chaps. 4and 5). All marks of time in Judges 


should be no’ even though the chronology is diffi- 
cult and eplening 3:11, 14, 30). Professor W. J. 
Beecher’s ‘** Dated Events of the Old Testament” 


(The Sunday School Times Co,, $1.50) suggests 1370- 
1351 B. C. as the possible period of Jabin’s oppres- 
sion, which Deberah and Barak broke. (b) 
II. The Lesson 

The Plight (4:1, 2).—Once more the children of 
Israel backslide; the result of bondage inevitably 
follows. Hazor must have been rebuilt; and Jabin 
was probably the name of a dynasty (Josh. 11 : 1-3). 
Harosheth of the Gentiles is probably intended to 
be distinguished from a Jewish place of the same 
name. (c) 


The Prayer (v. 3).—As usual in their distress the 
people of Israel lifted up their heart unto their God. 
The chariots of Jabin were proving irresistible, and 
for twenty years the = cy pe was terrible, Israel 
had no chariots until the time of Soloman, . 

The Preparation (vs. 4, 5).—God was not un- 
mindiul of his people’s sad condition, and was 
already pe mer | the way of escape. Deborah asa 

rophetess is evidently regarded as unusual, though 

iriam, before her, had occupied a similar ition 
= 15: 20). A woman ruler was exceptional in 
srael, the only instance being that of the foreign 
and usurping queen, Athaliah. But there were sev- 
eral prophetesses, and this is doubtless the reason 
why Deborah was in her present position (2 Kings 
22:14; Isa. 8:3; Luke 2: 36). A prophet is really 
a spokesman or witness for God (Exod. 7: 1). Debo- 
rah’s work of judging Israel was the duty associated 
with the men mentioned as judges in this book,— 
that is, delivering and ruling. The usual place for 
the judge was the gate (Ruth 4:1, 2). Clearly the 
judges exercised several functions (1 Sam. 7: 15-47). (d) 

The Plan (vs. 6-11).—Even Deborah could not do 
everything, so she summoned Barak to do the work 
that was ss In response to the divine reve- 
lation, Barak expressed himself willing to go on the 
one condition that Deborah should accompany him. 
Perhaps he hesitated because of his knowledge of 
Jabin’s strength. It is hardly possible to acquit him 
of lack of faith in his desire to have the prophetess 
near him. (e) 

A map (such as any good Bible is likely to include) 
is necessary to notice the various localities of the 
tribes, Kedesh-Naphtali means Kedesh in the coun- 
try of the tribe of Naphtali (Josh. 19 : 37), as distin- 
guished from Kedesh in the south of Judah (Josh. 

‘ 15 : 23), and other places of the same name. ‘Tabor 
is in the north of Palestine, one of the most important 
mountains, eleven miles west of the Sea of Galilee, 
and at the northeast extremity of the Plain of Jezreel. 
It is nearly 1,900 feet high. (f) 

Barak summoned the two tribes of Zebulun and 
Naphtali: to Kedesh, and ten thousand men assem- 
bled (v. 10). The phrase, ‘‘at his feet,” means as 
his followers (see ‘‘after him,” v. 14; ‘* follow,” 
Exod. 11:8; 1 Kings 20:10). . The migration of 
Heber.the Kenite (v.11), from the south (1: 16) to 
the north seems to have taken place quite recently, 
pr ard because of Philistine pressure (3 : 31). 

obab was the brother-in-law of Moses (see Num. 
10: 29-32). The ‘‘oak” means a terebinth tree, (g) 

The Power (vs.12-16).—At length’ Barak’s prepara- 
tions were disclosed to his enemy, and Sisera moved 
against Israel. Even yet, it would seem as though 
Barak hesitated (v. 14), but when he joined issue with 
Sisera God soon gave him an entire victory. From 
Harosheth to Kishon would be practically the whole 
Plain of Esdraelon from west to east. he phrase, 
*¢ Jehovah discomfited Sisera” (v. 15), is particularly 





, courage, she does not really make God responsible. 





striking, indicating that God in some way struck 

ic into them, and alt h it was ** before Barak” 
age yet it was due to divine power, and Barak 
only had to pursue the host and complete their 
defeat. (h) 


7he Protection (vs. 17-24).—Sisera escaped on 
foot toward the northeast for about forty miles. It 
is not known how the Kenites could at once 
friendly with Israel, and yet also at peace with Jabin. 
Sisera did not go to Heber’s tent, but to the separate 
woman’s tent of Jael, as more secure from pursuit 
(Gen. 18:6, 10). Was this due to cowardice? Cer- 
tainly he broke through all ordinary rules of courtesy 
in so doing. The news of the victory had probably 
already reached Jael, and she was on the lookout 
when she saw Sisera fleeing toward her, She quick]: 
formed her plan, and the result was that she too 
part in the deliverance of Israel by the destruction of 
their greatest foe. 

What are we to say about her action? Was it pre- 
meditated, or sudden? Perhaps we shall be wise in 
distinguishing between her act and her motive. The 

-act itself was apparently treacherous and cruel, but 
her motive was clearly that of faith in the God of 
Israel and due to her desire to take sides with God 
and his people, in ridding them of aterrible foe, So 
at the back of her action there was doubtless a relig- 
ious motive ; and, though the end does not justify the 
means, and we must never do evil that good may come 
(Rom, 3: 8), Fa in those early and Dee dome errand 
unenlightened days we must rigidly distinguish be- 
tween what she did and why she did it. further 
discussion of this topic will be found in Mozley’s 
‘*Ruling Ideas of Early Ages,” Lectures 6 and 7 
(Longmans, $1.25 net). (i) 

The Pratse (chap. 5).—Some of the outstanding 
features of this remarkable song should be observed. 
A very helpful method of study will be found in 
Moulton’s ‘‘ Literary Study of the Bible” (pp. 65-67) 
(Heath, $2), where it is argued that the song is an- 

‘tiphonal, being ‘st'ng thus. by a chorus of men led 
by Barak, and a chorus of women led by Deborah. 
The suggestion is exceedingly interesting. The fol- 

lowing points seem to sum up the song (j): 

1. Devotion (vs. tS 9, 10, 15 2-18), offering to God. 

2. Difficulties (vs. 6-8), a vivid description of the time. 

3- Denunciation (vs. 15 4, 17, 23), some of tribes were 
unfaithful, 

4. Dangers (v. 19). 

5. Defeat (vs, 20-22), 

6. Declaration (vs. 24-30). The real crux is not so much 
Jael’s action as Deborah’s praise of it, Verse 24 is clearly 
contrasted with verse 23, referring to those who were 
**cursed ’’ because of their inaction, Deborah’s statement 
is to be viewed in the light of her own age. She clearly 
realized that one of God’s enemies had been destroyed ; 
and while she rejoices in the deed, and glories in a woman’s 

Once 
again the distinction between act and motive must be kept 
in mind. (k) 

7. Decision (v. 31). The conclusion of the whole matter 
is given in a striking contrast. 

Ill. Central Truths 

Three simple yet all-impressing truths are sug- 
gested by the Golden Text: 


1. Trouble. The lot of Israel, by reason ef their 


_ gin; and it is the inevitable and invariable result of 


wrong-doing. 
2. Trust. MWlustrated in the words of Deborah, 


the deeds of Barak, and even in the act of Jael when 
we remember her motive. (1) 


3: Triumph, The key-note of Deborah’s song. 
“The song of Deborah is one of the grandest out- 
bursts of 5 are poetry in the Bible” (Farrar). 
Like the believer’s song of salvation, its notes are 
richly varied. Those who have been redeemed from 
the hand of the enemy (Psa. 107 : 2) have a new song 
in their mouth (Psa. 40: 2,3). This song of the 
prophetess strikes quite a number of notes that 
should characterize the believer's testimony (m) : 

(1) The note of consecration (v. 2). 

(2) The note of joy (v. 12). 

(3) The note of courage (v. 18). 

(4) The note of warning (v. 23). 

(5) The note of victory (v. 31). (nm) 


The believer going forth ‘‘as the sun” is very sug- 
gestive, indicating that our life is to be at once (1) 
quiet, (2) bright, (3) regular, (4) sure, (5) gladdening, 
(6) life-giving, and (7) ever increasing in glory. (0) 
IV. Suggestions for Further Study 

1. Womanhood in the Bible.—The prominence of 





Bold-face letters at the end of certain paragraphs in these 
articles identify references made to them by ‘‘ The Les- 
son Pilot’’ and *‘ Your Lesson Questions Answered.”’ 
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Deborah and Jael calls attention to the place and 
wer of womanhood, especially in Christianity. 

e speak of ‘‘ Fathers in Israel,” and the ‘‘ Fathers of 
the church,” but the mother is the soul of the family. 
The church is intended to be a home, as wellasa 
training-ground; the prominence given to woman- 
hood in the New Testament, and the results of 
Christianity on woman's life during the centuries, 
are among the most noteworthy features of the Chris- 
tian religion (Brace, ‘‘Gesta Christi,” Doran, $1.25 
net). (p) 

2. Progressive Revelation,—The story of Jael 
and the praise of Deborah call attention to the im- 
portance of studying the Old Testament from the 
standpoint of the progress of its revelation, God re- 
vealed his will gradually, as people were able to un- 
derstand it. This principle of p ssive revelation 
is the key to most of the moral defects recorded in 
the Old Testament. See Griffith Thomas’ ‘* Methods 
of Bible Study,” page 58 (Revell, 50 cts. net). There 
is also a valuable pamphlet, ‘* Progressive Revela- 
tion,” by Challis, published by the English Bible 
League, James Street, London, England (1 «). (q) 

3. Position and Work of the Prophet.—tt \s very 
important to remember that ‘*‘ prophet” means a 
spokesman or witness for God, and the text which 
more than any other teaches this is Exodus 7: 1. 
The best book on this subject is Beecher’s ‘‘ The 
Prophets and the Promise ” (Crowell, $2 net). (r) ; 

‘4. Patriotism in the Light of Religion.—Debo- 
rah’s song is a wonderful blend of feeling toward 
God and Seeling on behalf of one’s country in the 
light of belief in God, ‘The whole subject of patriot- 
ism call¢ for special study, especially because of the 
modern tendency of the belief in ‘* my country, right 
or wrong.” A fine treatment of these two aspects of 
life, ‘‘A Divine Vision,” and ‘‘ A Chant of Patriot- 
ism, ° will be found in the volume on Judges in the 
Expositor’s Bible, by Dr. R. A. Watson (Doran, 50 
cents). 


V. A Lesson Outline 

. The Plight (Psa. 40 : 12). 

. The Prayer (Psa. 130: 1-4). 
The Preparation (Isa, 40 : 3). 
The Plan (Prov. 3 : 5, 6). 

.. The Power (Psa, 118: 13, 14). 

. The Protection (Psa. 97 : 10). 

. ‘Fhe Praise (Psa. 34 : 3). 

Wycuirre CoLLeGe, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Girls.— Zhe children of Israel came ~ to her 
Sor judgment (v. 5). The new woman! Deborah, 
the first of the line to deliver people. There is some- 
thing strong and masterful in the very name Deborah. 
If I had a girl to name (and had my own way!) I 
should like to call her Deborah. It is a name for this 
day, when women are asserting themselves and sit- 
ting in judgment. Yes, and taking lots of good jobs 
from lazy,.careless, purposeless cigaretists. In those 
rough times, far before our Christianized ideas, here 
was a woman to come to the front with her good 
sense, her courage, and her trust in God. And that 
too to lift a degraded nation out of the ignoble place 
into which sin had sunk it. A teacher complains, these 
Old Testament Iessons ‘ are so hard to teach to girls.” 
Surely not this one. Here is one of the old-time 
‘*new women,” pulling her people out of a hole. If 
the girls as they came to Sunday-school had passed 
a place where a woman was pulling a child out of a 
hole they would be so interested they might not get 
to Sunday-school at all. Here is one of the rescues 
of the ages, with the details, so that any girl can do 
big things (Phil. 4: 13). (a) 

We Men.—Sitsera, the captain (v. 7). A warrior 
in armor with nine hundred chariots on one side, and 
only a woman in skirts, with God, on the other side. 
Which would you have said the winner? Why, 
everybody knows armor and chariots are bound to 
win! ‘*God is on the side‘of the heaviest battalions,” 
said Napoleon on his way to Russia, Then it snowed, 
‘What can you moneyless temperance cranks do 
against the millions of the liquor interests, Miss 
Frances Willard?” Look at the map (Psa. 36: 12; 
Prov. 21: 12, 15), There never has been a ‘ Sisera, 
the captain,” swelling around for evil, but sooner or 
later some weak defender, plus God, has made an end 
of him. Great moral victories have been won by the 
weak against the strong. Rum power and the 
women. White slavery and the women. Factory 
children and the women, Cruelty to animals and the 
women. Lucretia Mott, Mrs. Stowe, Jane Addams, 
Mrs. Armour. I am not writing this paragraph with 
pride. We men ought to be ashamed of ourselves and 
show our shame by sending a check to all the women’s 
organizations now fighting old Sisera ! (b) 

This Is the Day.— Uf; for this is the day (v. 14). 
What a slogan! What a motto for over the mantel- 
piece ! I never sawthat Scripture on a wail-card, did 
you? Remember, it was a woman who voiced this 
clarion call. Every day all over this land, and in 
lands across the seas, thousands of men go out into 
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‘the battle of life with such a word from the brave 
and plucky little Deborah in the home, buzzing in their 
ears. For Deborah means a bee,—Busy, buzzy, 
honey and a sting ! 
that lady as Jack swings out the front door for the 
day’s contest (Prov. 31 : 11, 12, 17, 26, 28-31). ‘* Up; 
for this is the day,” is hercry. The day to keept 
‘heart pure and the hands clean. The day to keep 
the level head. The day to resist the temptation. 
The day. to ‘boost the other fellow. The day to be 
kind. The day to watch the “old man’s” interests. 

,; The day to do one’s level best. The day to improve 
on yesterday. . The day to make good. ‘I'he day to 

,come home with the sweet fatigue of duty well done. 

_ With the smoke of battle in 
‘Deborah, waiting.at the gate, the best old lovey- 

| dovey kiss she has ever had. The day to close on 
bended knees around the family altar, singing 
** Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” (c) 


Songs of Deliverance,— Zhen sang Deborah and 
, Barak (5: 


song of the days of the judges.. Everybody was sing- 
ing it. It was the ‘‘ Yankee Doo‘le,” ‘Away Down 
South in Dixie,” ** God Save the King,” ‘‘ Die Wacht 
am Rhein” of Jsrael. Usually sung as a duet, anda 

rime favorite out under the stars around the camp- 

re. After a deliverance the human heart always 
wants to sing. When Princeton beat Yale at 
football the ' iger boys all bunched ther and 
sang ‘‘ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.” 
There were men on the team that year of the Robert 
E. Speer sort,—who was a “‘ varsity” football man at 
Princeton. And there have always been others of that 
sort on teams of good colleges. Godliness and 
sport go hand in hand. Good hearts go to the mak- 
ing of splendid bodies (1 Cor. 6: 19), When I goto 
rescue missions I like to hear the men sing. They 
seem to like the deliverance hymns carrying similar 
sentiments to the Deborah-Barak song. ‘‘ He Lifted 
Me,” ‘*Saved by Grace,” ‘‘ When the Roll is Called 
Up Yonder.” s these men sing of their salvation 
one has only to look in their faces to understand how 
Israel felt to be delivered from a fate worse than 
death. (d) 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

Mustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 
three’ months in advance of the lesson date! A circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson 
‘galendar, will be sent for a two-cent siamp. 

Sunshine Praying.— 7he righteous cried, and Jeho- 
vah heard, And delivered them out of all their 
troubles (Golden Text). A little girl who suffered 
greatly during thunderstorms was told by her mother 
to pray when she felt alarmed. One day, at the close 
of a fearful storm, she came to her mother with the 
information that praying during the danger brought 
her no relief. ‘* Then,” said her mother, ‘* try praying 
when the sun shines, and see if that will take away 
the fear.” The child did so, and when another storm 
was raging she said sweetly, ‘‘ Praying while the sun 
shines is the best way, for I am not the least bit 
afraid now.” How often do we stay away from our 
Master until the storms of life drive us to him for 
shelter and protection. If we would only give God 
our best, our brightest days, we should have no cause 
to tremble when the dark hours come on.—From The 
Lutheran Observer. Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. The prize a this week is 
awarded to this illustration. (a 

. Amid the Rocks.— Zhe righteous cried, and Jehoyah 
heard, And delivered them out of all their troubles 
(Golden Text), Dr. Wilfred Grenfell says: ‘* Late 
one autumn I was bringing my little steamer home. 
It was all-important that we should go quickly south. 
It was mid-afternoon as I ed the last harbor of 


safety for seventy miles, decided to risk it and_go 
on. . It would be necessary in the dark to pass two 
shoals, on which more than one ship had met 


> her doom. There is a light which, keeping dead 
* astern till it dips below the horizon, should guide you 


toward the rocks; and when you near the danger, : 


far away in the distance looms up another, and for 
this one-you steer. Those hours at the wheel so im- 
pressed on my mind the utter insignificance of our 
own powers that I never for, 
allowable to ask God to direct the ship right; he 
seemed naturally to be aboard and to take charge. 
When at last we judged, by the rising of the southern 
light, that we were really past those submerged 
shoals, I felt as if there were indeed an extra Hand 
aboard our ship, to whom we ought to say, and. did 
say at once, ‘Thank You.’"— Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Greetland, Halifax, Eng. (b) 

When in the Dark.— 7he righicous cried, and Jeho- 
vahk heard, And delivered them out of all their 
troubles (Golden Text). Some years. ago in West 

~ Point there was a young cadet named Leonidas Polk. 
Before he was.a Christian he was careless, and -neg- 
lected his studies. 


however, in weeks make up for the loss of months. 


‘he had never studied. 


No winny-whiney accent about ‘and was at a loss to know what to do. 


e hair to give little® 
°. 


1). Get this song. It was the great popular. 
a 


t them, -. It'seemed so - 


As soon as he became a Christian: : 
he began to study very <higeaty, He. could nat;:., 
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At thé afnual examination he was called to the 
blackboard and given a problem to solve, It was one 
He knew nothing sod it, 

thought 


of the disgrace of a failure to himself. and to the 
Master whom he loved. He lifted up a prayer for 
D9 to his new-found Friend. Then he took the 
chalk and began to work. At first all was dark, but 
soon he saw a beginning, and he worked through 
slowly to the end. He did not know whether it was 
right, and after explaining the process he waited for 
the verdict,. ‘The professors whispered together, and 
he feared it was wrong. At last one asked him: 
Mr, Polk, where did Ps get that solution?” ‘Is 
it riot right, sir?” Polk replied. ** Right!" replied 
the examiner; ‘‘it is not only right, but it is the most 
beautiful demonstration of that problem ever given. 
It is newand not to be found in any of the — 
From The Christian Intelligencer. Sent by Mrs. 
W. A. Hurtin, Middletown, N. Y. (c) 


The Peril of Dodging Danger.—//ath not Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, commanded, saying, Git v. 6.) 
There is great safety in the perils God chooses for us, 
**Is it safe to work among the lepers?” was asked of 
Sam Higginbottom of India, whose missionary ser- 
vice bas boon so blessed to the outcasts whom 
asked us specially to remember and _ hi ** Yes,” 
was the answer; ‘‘it is 
lepers, if weotgg job, than to work anywhere else.” 
Higginbottom, like many another of God's children, 
is not willing to ex himself to the peril of dodg- 
ing the dangers that God has called him into. A 
place of safety outside of God’s will is too risky a 
Blece for any child of God to contemplate.—/rom 

he Sunday School Times. Sent by Achsa L, Me- 
Dowell, Tillsonburg, Ontario, Can. (a) 

God With Us.—// thou wilt go with me (v. 8). If 
Barak could trust Deborah thus confidently, how 
much more may we trust God! When Dr. Wilbur 
Chapman, long ago, told his good friend Mr. Moody 
that somehow he could not get the assurance he 
wanted as to his salvation, Mr. cae § finally asked 
him bluntly, ‘‘ Who are you doubting?” Dr. Chap- 
man saw that he was doubting God; and from that 
day he stopped this unintentional sin. God is the 
same on our dull days as on our bright ones. The 
mountain-top experience may be ours every day that 
we cast ourselves entirely upon the Lord, for it may 
be enjoyed quite irrespective of outward troubles or 
circumstances.—From The London Christian. . Sent 
by Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. (e) 


% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D. D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the Anglo- 
American Congregationin Beyrout 


HE dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah (v. 5). 
The palm-tree was not only a conspicuous mark, 
but as a long-lived tree had almost the perma- 

nence of a rock or fountain tor purposes of descrip- 
tive reference. The palm-tree requires abundance 
of moisture and cannot bear frost, and therefore is 


* confined to the lower levels of the country. 


The children of Israel came up to her for judg- 
ment (v.5). Orientals of the present day are much 
given to petty litigation, Common causes of such 
strife are about the sharing of family property, valid- 
ity of title-deeds and wills, embezzlement by trustees, 
right of water-supply for land irrigation. (a) 

lL will draw unto thee, to the river Kishon (v. 7). 
It is an unpicturesque stream of muddy water crawl- 
ing over a muddy bottom, looping and rigzagging 
between reedy clay banks across the plain of Esdrae- 
lon. To cross it, especially after rain, is often a 
matter of difficulty and danger for carriages and 
riders on horseback, and it would be still more so for 
chariots of iron. Deborah perhaps used the only term 
of praise that could be applied to it—‘* that ancient 
river” (5 : at). (b) 

She opened a bottle of milk (y. 19). She unfastened 
the thongs tied round the leg opening of the tanned 
sheep-skin or goat-skin which held the milk. 

-Is there any man here ?.(v. =) Such a statement 
a 4 woman would serve a double purpose. Those 
who believed her assertion that there was no man in 
her tent would hasten on, and others would thus be 


deterred from entering to examine, because it’ was | 


against Oriental feeliigs of propriety to enter a fam- 


ily home in the absence 6f, its male’ protectors. “ The ~ 


with the miscellaneous litter of a 


rug covering along w D 3 
sufficiently screen hit from the 


Bedouin tent wou 


gaze of one peering itito the shadow from outside. , (¢) 


Jael... took atent-pin...and.:.a hammer (v. 21). 
The tent-pin is usually about a foot:long, and nearly 
as thick as a man's wrist. It is pointed at one end, 
and at the other it has either a notch or projecting 
branch-hook for holding the tightened tent-rope. It 
is usually made of oak, beech, or acacia-wood. The 
hammer carried for the purpose of driving the tent- 
pin into the ground is a reugh, heavy mallet of the 
same material. - The-Kenites-were: pledged to the 
- TRigiga iene) vaterchces wade tothe opt the eee 

son Pilot’ and ** Your Lesson Questions Answered.”’ 


hrist 


safer to work among the. 


_ certain price 
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support of Israel as the guests of a and 
sharers in pombe gp ge Bebe and his house-' 
hold were on terms of peace as permitted irners 
with Jabin, the master of-Sisera.- Such a de: pg of 
the sacred law of Oriental hospitality is su tive of 
the intense cruelty of _ 's oppression, for it turned 
what would otherwise have been a deed of horror into 
one of inspiration and praise. 
ALExanpriA, Ecypr. 
=. 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
HE ground where men are now fighting if. Euro 
is country definitely known pe shown on famil- 
iar maps. ‘The ground where Barak's men 
fought the Canaanites is as definitely Known, in spite 
of the fact that Barak's fight took place“over three 
thousand years ago. If we stand at the spot which 


our map marks 2, on the side of Mt. Tabor, and face 
nearly south, we may see the place as it looks to-day. 




















The slope of Tabor itself is a weed-grown pasture, 
but the rolling ground which we see spread out at its 
base is good soil, carefully cultivated ‘by twentieth 
ceatury farmers. It was always good Soil ; that was 
one reason why Canaanites from’ ‘east ‘of: Jordan 
wanted to keep the Israelites out. Moreover, it was 
through this valley that Canaanite people-had been 
used to journey to the Mediterranean coast, and they 
meant to control it, 

Barak's men assembled on this height where we 
stand. Sisera’s men occupied: that lower ground. 
The Canaanites retreated toward the wider plain of 
Esdraelon, at our right (west) along the Kishon 
River, but a sudden rainstorm made the stream over- 
flow its banks, turning the meadows into i sable 
masses of mud and making the retreat hopeless 
(Judges 5 : 20-22). Sisera’s own flight was.northward 
—that is, off behind us, (a) 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ South from Mt. Tabor 
to the Hill of Moreh,” 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons of the year. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places read, Forty-five places will be visited during 
1915 ; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if all are or- 
dered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be given 
free. ‘T'welve places will be described with the lessons of this 
first quarter; the twelve stereographs cost $2. The four for 
January alone cost 67 cents. Less than four in one order are 
20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Lantern slides 
of the same scenes can also supplied. Plain slides, 50 
cents each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10. In orders 
for tweniy-five or more ai one time prices are : plain slides, 40 
cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or 
express will be prepaid on all orders for stere phs or stereo- 
scopes. Address ‘The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. a 


From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A-Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord God, we thank 
thee for people who can do things. : Give strength to those 
who are willing.to try. We pray that thou wilt give us a 

rt-in the conquest of the world.. We recognize our 


* limitations, and we, know thy strength; we recognize our 


weakness and ignorance, and: we know thy wisdom: ~Give 
us.of thy strength and of thy wisdom that we may Le of 
some worth in the world. Help those who, in cold and 
hardship, with no work to do; are suffering by reason of 
lack.of earthly comforts.. Put it into the iearts of thy peo- 
ple to help. For the sake of Jesus. Amen. 


a needs men to help him with his work. Often 

‘ the very best man that he can find is a woman. 

Beef may be had in the market. It is sold ata 

r pound: Beef may also sometimes 

be found walking around on two feet.- ‘That kind 
has’no market value. , 

Did you ever see a man who wanted to be a woman ? 




















LESSON FOR JAN. 10 (Judg. 4 : 4233 5 : 1-22) 


It_seems to be born with us to be glad that 
God did not see fit to us 
the * vessels,’’ 
daughter. He remarked 
one of the boys had not 
Henry, six, was highly insulted immed- 
iately. His voice gave utterance to his thought 
in like this: ‘‘I’d like to know 
who'd a been’er, John wouldn’ta been ’er, 
Tom wouldn’t a been ’er, Bill wouldn’t a 
been ’er, and Sam wouldn’t a been ’er. 
Who'd a been ’er?”’ 

Women are not worth as much in the 


E 


weaker vessels than ordinary donke 
brute strength be the measure. *s 
measure and the world’s measure of worth 
is the abilfty to do thé thing in hand. Israel 
was in' trouble and somebody was needed. 
The ‘call went forth for a man. But he 
seemed to be missing. Barak had the o 
pone to make a great name_ for himself, 

ut he could not measure up to it, Jabin 
and Sisera and the nine hundred chariots of 
iron were just a bit too much for Barak. He 
said to Deborah, “If thou wilt go with me, 
then I will go; but if thou wilt not go with 
me, I will not go,’’ 

But when Deborah had gone along to keep 
up the failing courage of 1 Barak, and after 
Jael had killed Sisera with the tent-pin, Barak 
was chief bass-singer in the jubilee recorded 
in the fifth chapter of Judges. Deborah had 

.& husband, wonder how many of you 
know his name? I have to look it up in the 
Bible every time I want to use his name. 
We generally write it Mr, and Mrs. Jeremiah 
Blank. Many a time it would be more ap- 
propriate to write it Mrs, Jeremiah Blank 
and husband, 
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‘Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** A mighty fortress. is our God."’ 

‘** Be not afraid whate' er betide.”’ 

‘* Faith of our fathers, living still." 

** God is the refuge of his saints."’ 

** God moves in a mysterious way.’ 

‘“*How firm a foundation, ye saints of the 

. Lord.” 

**Q troubled heart, be thou not afraid.” 

** Who is on the Lord's side ?’’ 

(References in gg are to the metrical Psalm 
ok “* Bible Songs.”’) 

1-22 (72 : 1-3). 

1-14 (57: 1, 4. 5). 

1-8 (or : t-4). 

1-17 (118 : 1, 2, 15, 16). 

I-3 5 30,31 3 46-50 (32: 1-4). 


Psalm 34: 
Psalm 27 : 
Psalm 44: 
Psalm 59: 
Psalm 18 : 





| Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON’ Tracuinc.—God helps those 
who try to do right. 

Introduction. — Who helps you to 
remember to try to do right at home? That 
is one ‘teason why God gives parents to chil- 
dren, Is it always easy to do right, even 
when father and mother try to help you? 
‘When they are gone it is harder to remem- 
ber. salt 

Review.—Long, long ago, the Heavenly 
Father chose some people whom we call the 
children of Israel. Some of thein were chil- 
dren, but many were grown men and women, 
Many times they acted like children, because 
they, did. not remember their Heavenly 
Father’s rules, which would help thei to 
do right... God gave them two good leaders, 
who tried like kind fathers to help them to 
remember. Their names began with M 
and J. Who were they? After Moses and 
Joshua died these children of Israel acted 
like children who forget to do right because 
their parents are gone. 

Moses and Joshua had taught them God’s 
rulés: ‘* Thou shalt have no other gods be- 
fore mé ’’; *¢ Thou shalt not make unto thee 
a graven image.’”’ The-people who lived 
round about them made and worshiped idcls 
(Review Psa. 115 : 4-8). Before long the 
children of Israel began to worship idols, 





They needed somebody to help them to re- 
ee saan 

a wise person w er- 

unde at about laws, just as a doctor 

knows about medicine. Perhaps know 

a man whom the le call j God 

raised up a Fo li pany the ren of 

They did better as long 

When he died they for 


F 


5 


was a good woman, and called herself ‘* A 
mother in Israel’’ (5: 7). 
hill-country among the pal 
often came to her to judge or decide what 
was right (4: 5). 

Barak was a good man who lived in the 
north country. People came to him to 
judge what was right. 

Deborah and Barak knew that some of 
the children of Israel had been sold as slaves 
because they worshiped idols, so they planned 
to gather an army to fight Sisera at Mt, 
Tabor, and to bring back their people. 
Barak said that he wouldn’t go unless Debo- 
rah would go, too, so she promised, but she 
told him that a woman would have the honor 
of the victory. 

Somebody told Sisera that Deborah and 
Barak were at Mt. Tabor with 10,000 sol- 
diers. Sisera started with 900 chariots of 
iron, and other soldiers, to fight them, Barak 
and his 10,000 soldiers ran down the moun- 
tain so quickly that they surprised and de- 
feated Sisera. They must heve felt like 
singing, ‘** Onward, Christian soldiers,’’ but 


‘they didn’t know that song. 


Sisera was so afraid that he might be 
killed that he jumped out of his chariot and 
ran away as fast as he-could, until he saw a 
tent not far away. Barak and his soldiers 
won the victory over Sisera’s soldiers, and 
a brave woman named Jael, who lived in a 
tent, finally trapped and killed the wicked 
Captain Sisera. 

After the victory Deborah and Barak gath- 
ered the people, and they sang a song of re- 
joicing which has been kept in the Bible. 
Show it and read a few verses, possibly 3, 7, 
Oy; 12, 24-27, 31. 

It was because Deborah and Barak loved 
God, and wanted to help their people to do 
right, that God heard their prayers, and 
saved them from Sisera, The Bible says, 


** The righteous cried, and Jehovah heard 
And delivered them out of all their troubles,’’ 


Hand Work.—Let the children draw Mt. 
Tabor, where Deborah and Barak gathered 
their soldiers, or the tent where Jael lived, 
or both. 

- CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


HERE was once a woman whose hus- 
band was ill in the hospital and who 
with her little girl was without money, 

work or food. She gave the last bit of 
bread to her little daughter, and knelt and 
prayed the Lord to hear her in her sore need. 
The next morning she found a two-dollar bill 
under her door, and from that time on to the 
day of her death she and her little girl were 
helped and enabled to care for themselves, 
The two dollar bill, she learned later, had 
come from a friend of her husband who feared 
she might be in need, ‘The righteous cry, 
and the Lord hears and delivers them out of 
all their troubles.”’ - 

It was a good thing for Israel in to-day’s 
lesson that there was a woman who knew 
that God would help; she didn’t ‘‘guess,’’ 
she **£new.’’ She is such asplendid woman, 
it will be a delight to study about her. 

1. Lsrael's Trouble.—If we look at our 
chart, we can see what strong. positions the 
Canaanites occupied and that this oppression 
seems to have extended over most of Israel. 
Bring from the girls the evidences of the op- 
pression ; the caravans no longer travel the 
highways, travelers are afraid of the principal 
streets, all village rule is stopped, people 
keeping out of sight, and no arms to fight 
this enemy who rides in iron chariots (Judg. 
5 : 6-8). (a) 

2. Isracl?’s Judge and Leader.—In the 
midst of all this depression and misery. there 
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is just one woman who knows the solution of 
the difficulty, What is her name? Draw 
out the details concerning Deborah in verses 
4and §andinchapter§:7. (Locate Bethel), 
She. was a oe oepaesa not only in foretelling 
the future, but in teaching for God, She was 
also a judge who settled the differences and 
adjusted the claims otf Israelites from all over 
the land, She was to Israel what a wise and 
mother is to her family, We may be 
sure that as these people came to her she also 
talked with them about the great things God 
had done for Israel. What were some of 
those great things? Many an Israelite must 
have gone from under that palm-tree with his 
heart turned toward his God. Deborah not 
only believed, herself; she was getting others 
to turn from their idolatry to trust God, (b) 




















This diagram (printed by permission) has been re- 

drawn from shinee in. Dr. Yanribut’s a teacher: Train. 

ing Lessons for the ag, ore Copyright, 1908, 

by Eaton and Mains. Aw quer by the Methodist 
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The people were crying to God for help 
and the time had come for deliverance. God 
is delivering them now because they have 
turned from their idols to him. 

What is the Golden Text? We have to be 
right with God if he is to answer our prayers. 
Israel is to fight this great enemy, For 
whom does Deborah send? What are God’s 
directions? Why does Deborah go with 
Barak? Doubtless Barak and other men in 
Israel were brave men and would have led 
an armed force against the Canaanites, but 
when it came to a mob of men with no spears, 
and just trusting God, their hearts failed 
them. They had not been living close to God 
as Deborah had. (c) 

What a splendid time Deborah and Barak 
had at that recruiting station up there in 
Naphtali! Over in Europe they hold mass 
meetings and recount the glorious past of their 
countries and play national airs; but what a 
story Deborah and Barak had to tell—the 
God of the Red Sea, the Wilderness, the Jor- 
dan and Jericho! The people ‘‘ remembered 
God’s faithfulness’? and gave themselves 
willingly (Judg. 5 : 2). 

Israel's Victory.—Where was the bat- 
tle fought ? (Locate Mt. Tabor). What tribes 
had responded to the call for volunteers ? 
With the chart and your Bible (Judg. 5) 
note these trives,—Ephraim, Benjamin, 
Zebulun, Isaachar, Naphtali, and probably 
Manasseh. (With a red pencil let the girls 
mark each tribe with a small shield, indicat- 
ing its courage and faith). Other tribes stayed 
away for various reasons, some went on with 
their business, some were indifferent, while 
Reuben did a great deal of talking but failed 
to appear when needed, and the town of 
Meroz was afterwards destroyed because she 
failed to come to the help of the Lord 
‘against the mighty.’’ (d) 

Who gave the word to attack? To whom 
was the victory given? God had. kept his 
promise and delivered them, 

Wouldn’t it be fine to have a Deborah in 
every family? Some one who is wise and 
helpful, who trusts God to help in trouble 
and gets others to trust him? A small boy 
came home jubilant ; he had one hundred in 
arithmetic every day that week, His parents 
were surprised, for that was his hardest study ; 
then he explained that he had asked Jesus to 
help him every day. 

Anything that is a trouble is not too small 


| 
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to take toGod, Trusting him to deliver from 


these will help us to trust him for deliver. 
ance from the ones,. When envy or dis- 
couragement or hurt. feelings have to step 


aside this week because God has delivered us 
from them, let us, for once, write our names 
like this, ‘* Mary ‘Deborah’ Smith.’’?. The 
family will think among themselves, ‘* What 
a comfort Mary is!”’ 


Next Week’s Lesson 
Suggestions for the Teacher 
ready to locate on the chart Ophrab 
and Mt, Gilboa, 

Notice the position of the Midianites and 
Amalekites, and also the tribes of Manasseh, 
Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali. 

Pictures of an ancient wine-press and 
threshing floor would add to the interest. 
Home- Work for the Girls 

Read Judges 6. , 

What heathen peoples oppressed Israel in 
our lesson to-day? 

What man did God call to deliver Israel? 

What 1 did Gideon give for refusing 
the angel’s call? ; 

What three signs did God give? 

What brave thing did Gideon doin his own 
town? 

How did Gideon get the name of Jerub- 
baal? 

What tribes came to his help at Mt. Gilboa? 

Why did God choose Gideon to do this 
great work for him ? 

Moopy CHurRcH, CHICAGO, 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


E HAD a great time studying our 
questions at teacher’s house Friday 
night. First we'd read the Bible 

a while, and then the Bible dictionary a 
while, and so on, Bert had the hardest 
time with his map, but teacher helped him, 

Teacher began the lesson on Sunday by 
asking if any of us had come in our history 
to where a young woman led an army to 
victory, and after a minute Fred remembered 
about Joan of Arc. ‘o , 

Teacher explained that to-day’s lesson 
was also about a woman who inspired the 
voldiers. to a great battle. He asked what 
her name was, and what office she held, and 
we told him. 

Then he called for Bumps’ home question, 
what a judge was, Bumps said a judge was 
a kind of a chief of a tribe or district, like 
William Wallace or Robert Bruce, They 
were not elected, but just took hold because 
they felt God wanted them to, So the peo- 

le got to bringing their troubles to the 
judge and doing what he said. (a) 

Next Skinny told how the Israelites got 
so wicked that God let the Canaanites con- 
quer them. Sisera was the general, and for 
twenty years he had the Israelites scared 
half to death with his army and his nine 
hundred iron chariots. 

Carl had to tell what he found out about 
Deborah, how she was a woman judge who 
lived by a big tree and told people what they 
ought to do, Bert hung up his map, and 
showed about where the tree must have been, 

Fred went on about Barak. He was a 
kind of general, but had lost his nerve, and 
wouldn’t try to do anything. 

‘What great idea did Deborah get?’’ 
asked teacher; and we explained how she 
believed that God would drive off their ene- 
mies if the. Israelites would only be brave, 
and she tried to brace up Barak to have a 
battle, 

**IIlow did Barak feel about it?’’ came 
next, and Skinny answered. that Barak had 
cold feet, and Deborah had to go right with 
him aj] the time to keep him from backing 
out. (b) 

‘What made the difference between 
Deborah and Barak?’’ teacher wanted to 
know. 

**One was brave and the other a coward,’’ 
blurted out Bulldog. ; 

‘* But what made them that way?’’ per- 
sisted teacher. And Bert finally said he. be- 
lieved it was faith in God. 

‘« That’s it,’ agreed. teacher. ‘*Courage 
springs from faith. That’s .why the women 
have had to brace up the men on so many 
moral questions, because they had stronger 
faith, and so were more courageous.,’’ 

He says he doesn’t know as the men 
would ever have dared to fight the saloons 
like they do if the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union hadn’t stirred them up to it 
by their wonderful faith and courage; and 
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Take a Good 
Long Look to the 
South and then 


then try to picture the vast continent of SOUTH 
AMERICA in need, a need that only our Lord 
can wholly meet. 


You will see Colombia, as large as France, 
Holland, Belgium and Germany combined. 


Venezuela, twice as large as Texas,—with 
room for Kentucky and Tennessee besides. 


Argentina, larger than the United States 
vast of the Mississippi. 


And other vast territory with millions in 
spiritual need. But you will see HARDLY ANY 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. Only one person in one 
hundred and ninety of the available Sunday- 
school constituency is in any kind of Sunday- 
school or Bible class. 


And yet the field is near and accessible. It 
is somewhat under cultivation now. It is call- 
ing for more workers, more resources. 


So a party of Sunday-school leaders from the 
northern American continent, under the leader- 
ship of Mr. H. J. Heinz, Chairman of the World’s 
Sunday School Association Executive Commit- 
tee, is not only looking to the South, but is 
planning to sail in that direction on the “ Kroon- 
land,’’ on January 21, to study South American 
conditions, to open the way for new work, to 
organize and encourage the workers now in the 
field, and to report what the Sunday-school 
opportunities and needs really are. 


Readers of The Sunday School Times are to 
be kept in touch with this expedition by illus- 
trated letters from Mr. Frank .L. Brown, Joint 
General Secretary of the World’s Sunday School 
Association, during the South American Tour. 


The child-life of South America is suffering 
from almost unbelievable conditions. We of the 
North have not known nearly as much of our 
neighbors there as in many more distant lands. 


Viscount James Bryce believes that in a 
few years South America will have 200,000,000 
people instead of her present 70,000,000. Of 
what sort shall they be, spiritually ? 


What CAN be done, what SHALL be done 
for these vast numbers? 


You will want to follow the expedition that 
explores such a need as this, in a spiritual wil- 
derness as deep as any Amazonian forest. And 
so will some of your friends who do not yet take 
The Sunday School Times regularly. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street Philadelphia 











Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
( Continued /rom preceding page) 


that many a ing church has been 
saved by some faithiul, courageous woman, 

He drew a tree on our ckboard, and 
made some apples on it marked ‘* Victory.’’ 
The trunk and branches he: named ‘ Cour- 
age,’’ and the roots stood for ‘‘ Faith in 
God.”’ 

** You beys don’t need to wait for some 
woman to brace you up when there is work 
to be done,’’ he said. ‘** Just trust in God, 
Faith will preduce courage, and courage 
will give victory.’’ (c) 

part was to describe the battle, 
and I wish you could have heard him. He 
inted out on Bert’s map where Sisera had 
is army and his nine hundred chariots ; 
told how Barak’s ten thousand men camped 
up on Mt. Carmel, and. then rushed down 
on the enemy. The heathen started to meet 
them, but a big cloudburst flooded the 
river and made all the low ground swampy. 
The chariots stuck in the mud. The drivers 
tried to get away on the horses, but were 
drowned in the river, The heathen army 
ran for its life, but all got killed, except 
their general. (d) 

I came next, and told about how Sisera 
died. A woman named Jael let him take a 
nap in her tent, and then she hammered a 
big wooden tent-pin clear through his head 
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to pay him for all the harm he had done to 
Israel. So the honor of freeing Israel from 
this dreadful enemy went to a woman, in-. 


stead of to Barak, ‘just as: Deborah ‘had said 


it would. 

Home questions for next time are: What 
happened to Israel after Deborah’s death ? 
How did God call Gideon? lain what 


Gideon was doing when he was - What--- 
pra Bey! loyalty to God did Gideon e? 
the places ' 


named. Why did 
want a sign? How may we sure God 
has called us to any certain work ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
L. Beginning. 
Deborah compared to Joan of Arc. 


Il. Deborah the Judge. 


1. What was a judge? 

2. Who had conquered Israel ? 

3. Who was Deborah? (map.) 

{1f. Deborah the Courageous. 

1. Who was Barak? 

2. What cn idea did Deborah get? 

3. How Barak feel about it? 

4 What made the difference between 
Deborah and Barak? (Illustrate by 
blackboard and W. C. ‘I. U.) 


IV. The Battle. 


1. What was the battle like ? (map. ) 
2. How did Sisera die ? 
3. How could Jael do such a deed ? 


TERRE Haute, INb. 





FOR FAMILY WORSHIP ) 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. J 





AVE you ever stopped to think of the 
influence exerted by the moments one 
has before he leaves his room in the 

morning? They influence the whole day 
and our relationship to others, Frequently 
there is such a hurried condition after we 
arise that we do not get the poise and bless- 
ing we should. by being more deliberate and 
Starting a little earlier, A few additional 
moments in bed are not worth the hastened 
conditions which necessarily follow. If we 
rise with a sense of the value of the first few 
moments of the day for poise and prepara- 
tion, it would mean very much to the entire 
day and to the output of strength and en- 
deavor. We are careful in our care of the 
body. Ought we not to be just as careful in 
the care which we give to the mind, and to 
the heart, and the direction of the purpose 
and plan forthe day? A few moments spent 
alone with God, in the study of his Word and 
in poising the life for a day’s service, will 
mean very much throughout all the working 
hours of the day. It is worth while, and 
will soon reveal its value in the increased 
usefulness and~.added- blessings ~that will 
result. 


January 4 to 10 


Mon.— 4: 416. 
pied cad beskhs Detines thinat. 


When Deborah told Barak to go and smite 
Jabin, Barak said, .‘* If thou wilt go with me, 
then I will go.”” She replied, F will surely 
go with thee,’’? and they went together. 
There is so much need to-day of mutual 
assistance in doing God’s work. We are 
not only to go, but we are to go with others. 
There must be co-operation for Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that those 
who have large meuns may use these gifts 


Jrom God tohelp and bless others, Pray 


that we may all know the joy of giving, the 
blessing of giving up, and the power of sac- 
rifice. Pray that God may touch the hearts 
of those who are able to do- much for him, 
to willingly give for his cause. 


Tues.— Judges §: 1-22. The Song of Deborah. 

There is no single characteristic more 
beautiful than that of gratitude. How many 
times we pray for help in: time of need, and 
then fail to appreciate the help which is 
given. We take time for petition in hours 
of distress and danger. Should there not be 
an equal obligation in taking time for grati- 
tude and praise when God has answered our 
prayer? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the stu- 
dents of Europe in view of this terrible war. 
Pray that the Intercollegiate activity so 
splendidly begun and organized under the 
direction of the International Committee o 





the Young Men's Christian Associations ana 
through the student sympathy of the world, 
may not be destroyed by international strife. 


Wed.—Gen, 14: 11-24, Abram Delivers Lot. 

In the hour of Lot’s need Abram did not 
question the character or the life of those 
who. dwelt in Sodom and Gomorrah, but 
straightforwardly pursued their enemy and 
won the victory, ‘The unselfish love of this 
great man is revealed in this story. it also 
reveals the fearlessness of those who trust in 
God and live uprightly. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a spirit- 
ual awakening in this land and throughout 
the world, God is touching the hearts of 
people as never before, and reminding them 
that the superficial values placed upon sec- 
ondary things cannot substitute for the great 
primary values of the fundamental and un- 
derlying principles of righteousness, 


Thurs.—E-xod, 14 : 15-25. 
Jehovah Delivers the Israelites. 


What an answer God gave Muses. **Where- 
fore criest thou unto me? speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward.’* 
Genuine prayer means action, and action 
means faith, and faith means progress. God 
says to men now, ** Pray and serve; speak 
to the children of Israel that they go for- 
ward,”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray much for 
the great Mohammedan world at just this 
time, that they may not confuse thé principles 
of Christianity and the teachings of Jesus 
Christ with the awful ravaging of this war, 
and the causes which have led to it, Pray 
for Dr. Samuel Zwemer and his work. 
Pray that missionary and educational ac- 
tivity may not be thwarted during these days 
of hostility. 


Fri, —1 Sam. 30 : 16-25. 
David Rescues His People. 

David’s victory over this large and proud 
foe reveals God’s power to use the few who 
are consecrated and zealous against the many 
who are selfish and proud. The Amalekites 
had no thought of being — but con- 
sidered their victory final, and had given 
themselves over to eating and drinking and 
pleasure, but God, by the hand of David, was 
pursuing them. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the Sun- 
day-schools of the world, especially for the 
great work of the International Sunday 
School Association as it reaches out toall 
the nations of the earth. Thank God for 
the work that they have already done, and 
for the co-ordination and co-operation of 
their activity. Thank God for the Chris- 
tian leaders who have made that work pos- 
sible, 








- of God, 


LESSON FOR JAN. 10 (Judg. 4 : 4-23; 5 : 1-22) 











Set.—Isa. 27 : 26-36. Jehovah Saves Jerusalem. 
Jehovah God can save where man and 
man’s work can avail nothing. We ought to 
recognize in this marvelous story of the de- 
liverance of ap say ee what God may accom- 


plish through the faith of believing childreu 
if we pray to him for deliverance. Miracles 
are not only of the God can save and 
will save if our faith tests the reality of such 
power. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that the war 
and all bitterness of heart between nations 
may cease, Pray that God in his infinite 


_ wisdom and power may accomplish that 


which human ingenuity and human juris- 


* prudence have failed to accomplish. Pray 


that this awful bloodshed through Europe 

may cease, and that men may turn their 

hearts to the issues of eternal life. 

Sun.—Isa. 59: 9-21, Jehovah the Deliverer. 
This prophecy of Isaiah has much to do 


. with Jehovah’s punishment of evil, The 


Judge of all the earth is: merciful, but will 


,. punish those who do not repent, and continue 


to break bis laws. ..The.awful persecutions 


,Jof the past generations, on the part of more 


than one of the contending nations, ‘may be 
somewhat responsible: for the cruel scourge 
of war. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for repent- 
ance, Pray that nations may repent, Pray 
that those who have depended upon them- 
selves and upon their own ability may real- 
ize their own weakness and the omnipotence 
Pray that the general infidelity 
which has run rampant may be permanently 
rebuked and checked by this war, and that 
men may ** be stilland know that thou art 
God.”’ 


‘see 


Reading the Bible Regularly 


HOSE who have found regular Bible 
reading difficult because of lack of a 
definite plan will be greatly helped by 

the systematic daily readings outlined by 
Miss Etta. Konitzky. Her plan has been 
brought to the attention of the readers of 
The Sunday School Times, before, and last 
year readers from thirty-four states and prov- 
inces availed themselves of her suggestion. 
The plan is worth noting again, especially 
in connection with the Pocket Testament 
League. 

One outline provides for daily readings 
both morning and evening, By following 
this, the whole Bible is completed in one 
year; or the morning and evening readings 
may be used separately, and a two years’ 
course followed. Psalms and Proverbs -ard 
the New Testament are used for the evening 
readings, while the rest of the Old Testa- 
ment is outlined for morning readings. An- 
other outline provides for single daily read- 
_ings in the New Testament only, giving one 
year to the reading. 

This plan is commendable for its simplicity 
and definiteness. The leaflets and cards 
giving the readings to be followed can be 
secured by sending a two-cent stamp to Miss 
Etta Konitzky, Reisterstown Road, near Kate 
Avenue, Station E., Baltimore, Maryland. 

_ A leaflet of information as to the Pocket 

‘Testament League, how to start it in a Sun- 
day-school, with prices of special pocket 
Testaments, membership cards, etc., will be 
mailed free by The Sunday. School Times 
Company. 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 


Proms, seme of tho chateant of Be. 
“Waller teters ‘om soul problems are be 


nod the ousty weak of 1918 
43. A Plea to Accept Christ 





T WAS a very great privil to me to 
‘have the little talk with you last evening. 
I had supposed that you were both mem- 


bers of the church. Iam sure, however, that 
‘you both love Christ and trust him and are 
trying to do what he would have you do. 
urch membership is not the only test or 
roof of a Christian life. It begins in the 
art. God is your Father and you are his 
children, It is a very sweet privilege to be 
a child of God. We all are ’s children, 
but many people go on year after year without 
recognizing him as their Father. 

I have read of a young man who had gone 
away from home, into some foreign country, 
and was absent for years, never writing 
home, never hearing from home. At last 
he grew homesick and came across the sea 
and found his way.back to the village where 
he had spent his childhood and where his 
father and mother used to live. But when 
he asked for them he found that they had 
moved away into the country—he could not 
learn exactly where. He was very much dis. 
appointed and left the town, walking aim- 
lessly along the country road. It was near 
night and the darkness was coming down. 
At last he stood before the door of a cottage, 
heartsick, weary, exhausted, and sat down 
upon the doorstep. Growing faint he fell 
back against the door, which flew open. It 
was his own father’s house, although he 
knew it not, and the father and mother were 
sitting inside, yearning for their long-lost boy. 
He did not know he was so near to them 
until, in his faintness, he found them bend- 
ing over him. In the same way people oft- 
times go on in their life, not knowing of 
God’s love for them, until some experience 
of suffering or trouble reveals him to them, 

I siiould like to help you to believe in 
‘God’s love for you, his own children’ He 
loves you tenderly and deeply. He gave his 
Son to die for you. Christ loves you and 
wants you to give yourselves to him. I am 
not preaching to you—I am merely trying to 
help you to know of the wonderful love there 
is in the heart of Christ for you, and to help 
you, if I can, to accept him and take your 
place as his friend. As I said to you last 
evening, it will be very sweet if you will to- 
gether give yourselves to Christ. This does 
not mean that you should join the church at 
present—it means only that you shall, in the 
sweetness and quietness of your own room, 
in the tenderness of your love for each other, 
take Christ into your lives and give yourselves 
to him. 

Then it is a very sweet privilege to put 
into Christ’s hands all your affairs. You can 
talk to him about your sickness, and ask him 
to bless the physician and give him wisdom, 
and to use the medicines and the means for 
recovery. You can trust him with everything 
for the future, knowing that his love will be 
about you all the time. 

You know how a child comes to a father 
or mother, opening its heart, telling him its 
desires and longings and needs. You can- 
not see God and, therefore, it seems strange 
for you to think of talking to him. I sup- 
pose from what you say you have not been 
accustomed to pray. Let me say this to you, 
therefore, that if you kneel before God and 
talk to him out of your heart, telling him the 
very things you have told me, telling him 
you want to take your place as his child, that 
you want to have your sins forgiven, that you 
want to know his love for you,—he will hear 
you, although you cannot see him, and will 
give you help. That is what prayer is—just 
talking to God out of your heart, telling him 
the things that you wish to tell him. 

All these years, as I understand, you 
have not known, or, at least, have not 
stopped to think, that you are God’s child 
and that God loves you. God does love 
you. It may be hard for you to understand 
that God, the great God who made all the 
worlds, loves you, just one human being, 
amid the millions on the earth. But it is 
true,. You know what the word father 
means.. You know how you feel toward 
your children, how your heart yearns for 
them, Try to think of God, therefore, as 





loving you just as you have loved your chil- 
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dren ever since they were born, It may 
seem mysterious and strange, but it is true. 

The Bible teaches us also that to show his 
love, to make it plain to people in this world, 
God came into he world and lived in Jesus 
Christ. In the 1 by John (3 : 16) we 
read, ** God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.”” The reason that God gave 
his Son was that he ht make himself 
known in a human life.. If you will quietly 
read one of the Gospels to-morrow— Matthew 
er Mark or Luke or John—in which you 
will find the story of the life of Jesus Christ, 
_ will learn how God feels toward you. 

e loves you, he wants to save you, Jesus 
Christ died on the cross that he might re- 
deem the world. Now all those who accept 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour, as their Mas- 
ter and their Friend, are saved. 

All these years you have not known God, 
Think ef a child growing up in a home 
twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years, and never 
recognizing the father or the mother, never 
showing them any love or honor, never 
making any requests of them, never doing 
anything for them. If you have not been 
recognizing God as your Father, do you not 
want to doso at once? That is what it is to 
become a Christian—it is simply to believe 
in God’s love for you, to accept of that love, 
to take a child’s place toward God, and be- 
gin to love and honor and serve him. 

I want to help you in every possible way. 
What I have written to you here tells you of 
the first step. Go to God in prayer, begin 
to talk to him, tell him that you have sinned 
against him, that you have neglected him all 
these years, that you have not even thought 
of his love for you, that you have not loved 
him, that you have not lived for him. A 
good many years of your life are gone, but 
you cannot change this now. One thing, 
however, you can do—you can give God all 
that remains. 

Then if you wish to unite with the church 
the way will be open for you. Christ wants 
us to confess him before our friends, not to 
hide our love, nor try to be secret friends, 
but to tell others.’ He says, ‘‘ Every one 
therefore who shal] confess me before me 
him will I also confess before my Father w 
is in heaven. _ But whosoever shall deny me 
before men, him will I also deny before my 
Father who is in heaven,’’ I enclose a leaf- 
let which may help you a little. 
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The Day It Snowed 
By Faith Wells 


UCY’S home was away down in the 

« Southland, where all the year round the 

grass was green, the roses bloomed, 
the sun shone warm and bright, the birds 
sang, and the brook rippled merrily along 
every day through the tropical trees and 
bushes fringing its banks. Lucy had never 
seen ice and snow until she came north on a 
visit to her grandmother, 

One day the little creek at the foot of grand- 
mother’s garden grew strangely quiet, and 
Lucy, listening in vain for its merry song, 
ran down quickly to see what was the matter. 
She came back with glowing eyes and flushed 
cheeks to tell grandmother. Lucy’s little 
brook at-home never, never did such a thing. 
It was always laughing and chattering, and 
never quiet, Grandmother had to explain 
about the ice, and that the music of the creek 
was over until spring came again, It was 
certainly very exciting to walk and slide over 
the frozen creek with no danger of getting 
wet. 

But the first day it snowed! Surely 
grandmother. was asked a great many ques- 
tions that day! It was the most wonderful 
day in Lucy’s life. Grandmother tied the 
curtains back and Lucy pulled her chair to 
the window to watch the white flakes come 
down. She tried to count them, but they 


jumped and squirmed around so fast that | 
In an hour the ground | 


she had to give it up. 
was all covered with white snow.’ As far as 
Lucy could see there was no brown earth. 


In every direction was the smooth white | 
Grand-_ 


carpet spread out over everything. 
mother’s flower-beds were just white humps 
on each side of the path. re thought she 


( Continued on next page) 
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Is it ease of operation? 
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Is it durability? 
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The L. C. Smith & Bros. type- 
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had never seen anything so beautiful, even 
in her lovely southern home. 

*¢ Grandmother,’’ she said, **snow is the 
very whitest thing, isn’t it?’ 

Grandmother thought a moment, 
my dear,”’ 

** Why, grandmother,’”’ said Lucy, with 
wide, questioning eyes, ‘‘ there couldn’t be 
anything whiter, I’m sure! ’’ 

**Ves,’’ replied grandmother, 
one thing that’s whiter, Lucy.’’ 

** What is it? What could it be?’’ 

**Tkink a bit, Lucy. Think a bit,’’ said 
grandmother, smiling thoughtfully. 

‘*Oh, maybe it’s the kitten! There she 

‘oes, now, picking her way up the path. 

o, she’s not as white as the snow,’’ Lucy 
added wutching the kitten, 

Grandmother shook her head, 
the kitten! Think again,’’ 

**The white mt you spread out to 
bleach? Why, no, of course not! You 
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wouldn’t have put it out to bleach if it had 
been as white as snow,’’ 

*6 No, it isn’t the muslin I’m thinking 
of,’’ said grandmother, 

*¢ What could it be?’’ Lucy wrinkled up 
her face and thought ee a moment, 
while grandmother smiled at her namesake, 

“Oh, I know! It’s your beautiful hair, 
Oh,. grandmother, I guessed it right that 
time, didn’t 1? Why didn’t I think of it 
the first thing?’’ Fae jumped up and 
stood close by grandmother’s chair, softly 
touching the white hair. 

‘I’m afraid you’re —s ain, dear, 
Bring me my and that large-print 
book from the table, and we'll see if we can 
find what it is ng is whiter — a 

Lucy. brought a book 
and a down on the stool by grandmother’s 
side, waiting, Grandmother turned the 
leaves until she came to the ribbon book- 
mark Lucy had'sent her for a birthday gift. 

‘«There, dear, you can read it yourself, I 
think. They are small words.’’ Grand- 
mother ran her-finger along under each word 
as Lucy read slowly: *‘ Wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow. ” 

There. was a puzzled look in Lucy’s eyes. 
** What does it mean?’’ 

*¢ It means that when our hearts are washed 
clean, and all the stain of the selfishness and 
ugliness and sin taken away from them, then 
they are white, whiter than the snow.”’ 

Lucy looked up into grandmother’s face. 
*¢ Does every bit of the stain of the sin have 
to be washed out ?’’ 

* Well, Lucy, ifsome_one should come 
along and throw a load of dirt into the 
snow, it would spoil the whole yard, would- 
n’t it?’’ 

**Oh, yes,’’ replied Lucy, ‘just a speck 
of soot would show, There, I see a black 
spot now !”’ ' 

** Then, my dear, if we have one uncleansed 
sin in our hearts, it makes a spot, a black 
spot. If we have mean thoughts, if we are 
selfish and cross, we may be sure that our 
hearts are not as white as they should be.”’ 

**Mine has black spots, I know,’’ said 
Lucy.' ‘*I was cross to Hilda when she 
came to play yesterday. I wouidn’t let her 
touch my playthings. .. I guess my heart is 
pretty black all through, grandmother, but I 





want it to be white. A white heart is nicer 
thanea black one, I’m sure.’’ 

‘* Well, Lucy, you can keep this little 
verse in your heart, ‘ Wask me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow,’ and then I’m sure the 
black spots will go away.’’ 

So Lucy kept the verse in her heart, and 
all through her life she never saw or even 
thought of the beautiful whiteness away up 
in the Northland without remembering how 

dmother explained to her about having 
xr -heart washed clean, and made whiter 
than snow, 
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For Those Doing Graded Work 
(Continued from page 811) 


dren, and the frequent contact of teacher 
and home has proved an inspiration to many 
a teacher—in fact, has been the key to suc- 
cess, 

Without extracting a pledge for a certain 
number of visits a month, some superinten- 
dents get the results through conference on 
this subject in their monthly workers’ con- 
ference. _ In some schools each teacher pre- 
sents a monthly report to the department 
superintendent, which includes visitation. 

ut visitation being so desirable, it should 
be definitely planned for, Each teacher 
should at least be expected to make an ini- 
tial visit to the home of each pupil as soon as 
possible after the class has been promoted to 
her care. After that the frequency will de- 
pend upon the need. 

Where the department is not large some 
superintendents find it possible to go to the 
home once a year with the new teacher, it not 
infrequently rete that there may be 
more than one child in the same family in 
the department, though not in the same 
class. 

Birthday calls are made by both teachers 
and superintendents, though this is rather a 
doubtful plan ‘for a superintendent to try 
when the possibility of being unable to carry 
out such may cause misunderstanding among 
the pupils, and lead to a charge of favoritism 
on, the part of.the leader. But whatever the 
plan for occasional ‘visitation, it is a good 





thing occasionally to plan for a regular cam- 
paign of visitation. No better month can be 
found than January, The courses of study 
for the year are probably well under way. 
The teachers’ meetings or workers’ confer- 
ences are doubtless planned for the winter. 
The Christmas festivities are things of the 
ast. 

r Why not then plan for visitation in Janu- 
ary, not only by a given department, but by 
the whole school? If the homes (where 
there are several children) were visited by the 
several teachers and officers of the Sunday- 
school they would surely be reimpressed with 
the earnestness of eabdhepspeleiell wate 

But for what purpose should such -visita- 
tions be made? Merely torecord a large num 
ber of visits? Here is where thought-should 
be given by the teachers in council that. re- 
sults may be actually attained. The follow- 
ing may be suggestive : 

1. To explain to the parents what the 
school as a whole aims to accomplish. 

2. To make clear to the parents the par- 
ticular branches of study their own children 
are at present pursuing, (This would differ 
with different ages. ) 

3- To explain why certain tasks are de- 
manded of the pupils,—that is, to explain 
why from Juniors, for instance, the accom- 
a of the hand-work is to help in the 

rmation of habits of obedience and accu- 
racy rather than in the mere acquisition of 
knowledge. 

4- To help the parents to see why we lay 
stress on the habit of daily Bible reading in 
the home on the part of our pupils, 

5. To help the parents to realize that we 
are after results in the lives of the pupils— 
the daily right living rather than merely 
knowing things. 

6. To secure the co-operation of parents 
in our lines of work. 

7. To inspire parents who may be wn- 
equal to the task of active co-operation at 
least to give their moral support to our plans, 
and incidentally and without offense to lift 
such parents a little higher by letting them 
feel the responsibility that at times seems 
to us so overwhelming. 

8. To have the parents feel that prompt 
and regular attendance is a necessity, if our 
work is to be accomplished, and that they as 
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‘thain thing is to go with a purpose, to make 


LESSON FOR JAN. 10 (Judg. 4: 4-23; 5 
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parents are co-partners with us in the accom- 
plishing of the whole task. 

9. To secure through this visitation new 
pupils, getting the parents in each case to 
share with usin a feeling of responsibility for 
the children in their own neighborhood, 

10, To secure recruits for the teacher- 
training classes, substitute teachers, and 
regular attendants’ in ‘the organized Bible 
classes of thé sthool.. d 

11. To secure for the church the parents 
not at present identified with the activities of 
the church in which their own children are4 
beimg trained. . “5 

12. ‘To leave behind us a wholesome im- 
pression of true Christian living, . 

‘One might add indefinitely to the list. The 


a definite contribution to the work by avoid- 
ing aimless visitation, which gets nowhere, 
accomplishes worse than nothing, and leaves 
no inspiration to either hast and hostess or to 
the Visitor, and by substituting a call or calls 
from those who have been inspired by a 
great purpose and a definite mission. 
Try it. 





| Ask Marion Lawrance 





NEw YORK.—I have in my church a large 
number of from fourteen to twenty-two 
pe + Mp age who ona to be formed into a 

an you any or- 

ganization that would he suitable eC. L p. 
IRLS of fourteen and twenty-two ought 
not to be placed in the same social: 
organization. Those of fourteen to 
sixteen properly belong together, but those 
from seventeen up to twenty or twenty-one 
should be by themselves. The natural classi- 

fications are usually wise to follow. 

Write to the General Secretary of your 
State. Sunday School Association (for New 
York State this official is Dr. Joseph Clark, 
80 Howard Street, Albany), and ask for the 
International Secondary Division Leaflet on 
“* Through-the- Week Activities,”? Here you 
will find all kinds of suggestions in regard to 
the sort of organization to which you refer. 





KANSAS.—1. In offering rewards for memo- 
Scripture, what conditions should be 
required ? 

2. 1 wish to give questions to a class of young 
people on or about the Bible to increase their 
general knowledge of the Scriptures. What 
would you suggest ?—W. W. G. 

F THE number of memory verses re- 
quired is sufficiently large, it is quite 
customary to give a Bible to those who 

thoronghly memorize them and are able to 
give them by location, —that is, the person in 
charge simply calling the location of the 
verse and the scholar repeating the verse 


? I-22) 


the members are now trying to learn one 
hundred and seventy-five verses which are 
selected with a view to their helpfulness from 
different parts of the Bible. A good Bible is 
to any one who can repeat all of 
these verses, by location, between now and 
Easter. You may remember that Miss Helen 
Gould, now Mrs. Shepherd, gave a fine Bible 
to any one who would commit a certain 
number of passages that she had selected. 

In answer to your second question, there 
are a good many little books ite questions 
about the Bible. ‘Two of the simplest and 
most popular are by Herbert Moninger, pub- 
lished by The Standard Publishing Company, 
Cincinnati: What’s the Answer a . 25 
cents; paper, 10 cents); Bible Drills (Cloth, 
40 cents ; Tr, 25 cents). 

The Bible questions by Mr. Scoville that 
are published each week in The Sunday 
School Times are being used effectively in 
some classes as a test of the pupils’ knowledge 
of Bible facts. Five questions, such as those 
on page 820 of this issue, are published each 
week under the heading ‘‘Can You Answer 
These Questions,’’ and the answers are pub- 
lished the following week. 





NEBRASKA.—Can you suggest a Class rec- 
which would aeons for individual 
markings, including the following ivems: at- 
tendance, offering, home study, class response, 
church attendance ?—B, F. P. 

HERE is no class record-book that can 
be expected to give satisfaction to 
everybody, The peculiarities of su- 

perintendents and secretaries are bound to 
show themselves in the records they keep, 


On this account very many schools print their ' 


own record-books. 

I suggest that the best way for you is to 
write to your denominational publishing 
house or to some good Sunday-school supply 
house, and tell them exactly what you want. 
If you request it, they will send you sample 
copies of various Sunday-school record- 
books, and you can take your choice, 

Good records, well kept, are a valuable 
asset im any Sunday-school, but if poorly 





ke ey are a source of endless trouble. 
a ising wisely to undertake to keep 
ood ds, but I cannot name a book that 
this case, aia 5 Sipe 
ARIZONA.—We have a Sunday-school with 
an average attendance of about 300. What 


system of records would you advise fur a 
school of this size? We want something that 
will give a complete record, a system of follow- 
ing up and keeping in touch with the pupils, 
etc., and yet which would not make the secre- 
tary’s work too burdensome.—N. 'T. C. 

UCH of the success and value of Sun- 
day-school records depends upon the 
initial entries made when new schol- 

ars join the school. On this account: the 
entries should be by means of a written ap- 
plication card, calling for all of the facts you 
desire. Oftentimes the record for each 
member,is kept upon a card, on one side of 
which are recorded .all the facts you have 
gathered when the scholar entered the school. 
There is also a place for entering other items 
of interest connected with the scholar,—as, 
for instance, when he was promoted from 
one department to another, date of joining 
the charch, when he became a teacher or an 
officer im the Sunday-school, when he moved 
away, his new address, and so on, 

From this point on, the follow-up method 
to which you refer is rather the work of a 
historian or biographer, as he is sometimes 
called, than the secretary himself. This 
work to be effective sliould be in the hands 
of some one who has a genius for historical 
detail. In a school of your size it would be 
necessary to have somebody always on the 
lookout for information. It is not an easy 
place to fill, and yet it is a profitable one. 

Many schools, and especially many large 
classes, have a saying, ‘*Once a member, 
always a member.”” The scholars, being 
aware of this fact, govern themselves accord- 
ingly, and keep the class or school informed 
ef their whereabouts, so that these facts may 
be properly entered. A book of this kind, 
well kept, will furnish in after years a most 
interesting account of the school’s life. 

For example, here is a scholar who in after 
years becomes a college president, or a mis- 
sionary, or a preacher. It is good to know 
these things, but this sort of information will 
not gather itself, and nobody can fill such an 
office acceptably who does not put into it a 
lot of hard work and time. However, it is 
worth while. More and more the historian 
is coming to be recognized as a regular offi- 





itself, I know of one Sunday-school where 





cer in a good-sized Sunday-school, 
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FFYOUR family physician 
I Were to say to-night, 

‘*Take Sanatogen regu- 
larly for a few weeks,” 
you'd take it. For you'd 
know that back of his advice 
Was not only a long school- 
in@*in the care of people's 
health, and familiarity with 
countless cases, but most 
likely a close, personal 
knowledge of Sanatogen — 
and“ @ belief in its powers 
to help restore your vitality 
and rebuild your run-down 
SyS<eMs 
TR. ona Soewe 
Why, then, should you not 
have the same faith in the 
opinion of 21,000 doctors ? 
For no less than 21,000 
physicians have written let- 
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togen rebuild and treinvigos 
rate, enrich the blood “and 
recall keener appetite, better 
digestion, and a new store 
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Sunday, January 10, 1915 


Our Denominational Boards and Our 
Relation to Them (2 Cor, 8 : 8-15). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—An old-time board (Exod. 17 : 1-7). 

‘lurs.—A board of managers (Acts 6 : 1-7). 

WED.—Co-operation (Rom. 12 : 3-9). 

THURS.—Follow the leaders (1 Pet. 
I-7). 

Frit.—The personnel (1 Tim, 3 : 1-10). 

Sat.—A missionary church (Acts 13 : 1-5). 


5: 











What services do denominational boards 
perform ? 


How can we support our boards ? 
ueyr board are you most ugperyatee in, and 


ENOMINATIONA nary 
are simply arrangem B for - car- 
rying on of missionary f-2"con- 

tinuous and ree ways ' Tidlependent 
committees and €ven purely ig lual enor 
prises have their place in the.-greot work of 
the world, but each body’ fistian peo- 
ple as a body i is bound ‘to do its corporate 
work, and it can do this only-through boards 
or committees which representit,-and which 
give their time and care to thé discharge of 
the tasks entrusted to them,” These tasks 
call for study and work onthe part of the 
best men who can be found, and wlio need 
to give their time to their duty,”" Work thus 
administered is done as well aS men-can do 
it, and it.48 done continuously.and not merely 
duting the pleasure or the lifetime of some 
oné devoted individual, 
~“ 

The story of missions at home and abroad 
is full of the reeords of the shipwrecks of ill- 
ees or ce et A projects which’ were 


Uns 7 ae : ie “SOU 


y boards 


* = whens 


aries, and too often etther abandotied them 
or been abandoned by them, One individ- 
ual is. perstiaded that he is called todo a 
certain piece of work or to.go to a certain 
place, and catnot find any oné who has had 
a corroborating Hlumination, but goes never- 
— on his isolated undeftaking only to 

@# Chatge and a care upom others, 
Tis {0rd gathered his disciples about him’ 
for insttuction, and they-returned.to him and 
fo ne ahgther to reper: ‘Thy catty Chureli 
did its Work: iW “association It & 
good to the Holy Spirit and to us,”? wassthe 
Young people 
ab aah 6 ee i id py ts judgment, 
odo their w ¢, agencies, 
al the-established poardy of the eager heer 

2“ : 


A) | Thiebe: boatds are _ independent or self. 


constituted affairs, 
peti nea which ‘bey nt of responsi4 
t not optiona a8 
Pragh.woters she r ehtich el 
sidpary: Society,’ aiid” all whe “mae 
missiénary organization. hat no 
chdice about it; and caniiot say, ‘*I am not 
engesalest missions, Let se who are 


ad look after tle) work,’ 


do not relieve the 


igaty conye 
tion and influence as by ay éan ré 
and by action through others by; means o 
missionary boards w hose operations enable 
each individual to Cover the whole of his own 
country and of the world. 

% 

Interdenominational spirit and our earnest 
desire to see the wholé: chnutch:of Christ 
united must not lead us away from the sup- 
port of our own church boards. They are 
Moing the best work thatis being done. They 
“are strengthening and extending “he real 
central unit,—namely, the local Christian 
congregation. Experience shows that work 
that is to be enduring needs to be anchored 
in local Christian churches, and until the 
larger Christian union is attained the solid 
work, both at home and abroad, is the work 
of the boards of the different denominations. 

« 


¢ 
| The needs and opportunities of these 
boards were never greater than-to-day, The 





be 


To-say, 
obli- 


| great war has shown the world how impotent 
man is to keep himself under tontrel or to 
build anything stable. ‘*For the sociolo- 
gist,’’ said a.speaker at the Universal Races 
Congress in London in 1911, * there is Wut 
one practical means of bringing races to- 


and social instruction as widely-as possible; 
Instruction of this kind spread gradually 
among the different nations is the oue great 
means of ensuring peace.’”” Among tio na- 
tions was such instruction more diffused than 
among those now éngaged in the deadliest 
and most bitter war of history, but such it: 
struction, and no other mere instruction, and 
nothing else will ever unite men. Only 
Christ can do this, oa 


% 


If we cannot be relied upon to support our 
own boards, we cannot be relied upon to 
support anything. 

* 


+ 


Some agencies Ce > themselves. by 

depreciating these boaré € openly and 

some subtly, Will ey gain-by- this? 
~~. - 


‘When we have a limited amount, to give, 
jve oughit to give it where it willbe most ‘te+ 
sponsibly administered. 


b 


r 


church is doing the work of 
chutch.. -What funds would be released if; 
every member did hisjduaty ! » 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


. What king killed himself. with his sword | 
on the battlefield to esg eecare 


Brploo’, 


Se: 3 
oO Date vieh 


Ale BCnOeral - ent t 


- What great river was, 
and by whom? 


battle and his life ? 


. Who were taught with thorns and bri = 


army ? 


130. What man had thirty sons who owned | 


thirty cities ? 
Answefts to Last Week's Questions 


3 be ae 
132. Ahifi -the priest gave David whe 

hey iing-from Sau) the sword o 

Go had been placed behind 
; Not knowing that David was 
a fugitive. Afterward Saul heard of. it 


22): 13, 26,3 
123. Gideon (Judg. * 7 3 13,2 
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BIS MESSAGE 
pe . Ss LL.D. 
. , SUNDAY 


The only bodk that explains “ Billy “Sunda 
as readableas fiction, Contains the heartvof Mr. 
Sunday’s mes which has changed the lives of 
a quarter of 2 milion, Reproduces Mr. Sunday’s 
picturesque, heart-stirring phrases and sayings, 
and retains all of the wonderful appeal of his plat- 
form utterances, 

Cloth, 464 pp. Profusely Illistratéd, $f. 50. 
Che: per cloth edition, $1.00. 
At all bookstores.or-from.the publishers 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Phila. 


2 NEW ae LANTERN SDIDES ON 
HE EUROPEAN WA 
st * &”’. so slides plain or-colored, 
Set‘ B” 50 slides plain or ¢olored, 
p wa For Sale or Rent 
rice plain slides 
To tents pareieiae cD spa 


WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, ‘Inc. 

















gether, and that is to diffuse*’$cientific moral } 


A small-fraction of the membership of the} 
the whole? 


Forty-first Volurne 


World's ( s Greatest 
No other publication 
begins to.furnish ‘the 
inspirationinstruction 


and information found 
in SELECT-NOTES. 





not to refuse proyjsions to a friendig® 


i2zi. The wife Of Satmaon » Gade: i +17, 125] 


and had him executed ft Some 21:95): 





The Best $:S:Class Books 


All the Best Sé 
mark ‘their Class 





now 
ooks or 


ing, ‘this our ‘books do 
_evyery time—without fail. 
No.1 (13 names),Sc.each. 
ue 2 (24 memes); - 
(51 names) 
re S tike them in MY, —* art 
isto Jove them in the end. 


The Secretary’s Record 
for graded Sapee ungraded 
schools is surprise and 
delight to good secretaries, 
a % 4 classes, 75¢. 

me, but _.cloth 





Money refunded ye pet delighted, 
g¢ Company, Indinanapolis, Ind. 





“PITS THE VEST: POCKET” 


of the I Lesson 


: fe ‘attention, 
am Record of 


mazing how much in small 
vn Baptist Téacher. 


P, if. Revelio., N 188 § 5th Ave, Chicago,125 N.Wabash 


BILLY SUNDAY’S MESSAGE 


Great eo ce for man or woman to make $6.00 to 

$i§.00 a day. Bausually liberal terms. Spare time 
may be. used. Particulars and samples free. Uni- 

versal Bible House, 1014 Arch St., Paliadetphin 


THE SONG BOOK PROBLEM 


ae = 


‘The answer to IT is evidently 177, but what is*€2T ”? 
To Sunday School Su perintendeniaes Ka! son Music 
Committees 5 seem in the “ PROBLEM” we will 
send tull information on request. . "hostsiibe 
tion 1650 we will send FREE 78 of the 1772" 


TULLAR-MEREDITH Co. 
265 W. 36th St., NewYork, 14W. ee 


EXPEGT REWIUALT shout i, zn 


parses 
hristian 
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Evangelical Pub. Co., Chicago 














Sdn ordering goods, vr in making inquiry con- 


anything advertised in this paper, you 
Sa hic @ the publishers, as well as the adver- 





Stereopticons, Roving Pictures Machines, 
Slides, Educational Films, Screens, etd: 


918 Chestnut Street, 25s Phitadelphia 


tiser, by ralar that vou saw the advertisement 
ta The Sunday School Times. 





